GOOD TIMES
IN
MONTGOMERY COUNTY

An lowa Sesquicentennial Project
Red Oak, lowa
1996



GOOD TIMES
IN
MONTGOMERY COUNTY

One Hundred Forty-three Years of Celebrations,
Entertainments and Happy Times

by
Elaine Artlip
and
Bettie McKenzie

An Iowa Sesquicentennial Project
Red Oak, Iowa
1996



Copyright 1996

The authors reserve all rights to this publication.
No part may be reproduced without written
permission.
Elaine Artlip, RR 2, Villisca, Iowa 50864 or
Bettie McKenzie, 1100 Division Street, Red Oak, Towa 51566

Printed by
THE ANUNDSEN PUBLISHING CO.
108 Washington Street
Decorah, lowa 52101

ii



TABLE OF CONTENTS

INEPOARICRION -ocivinvaius oGt s idesiws 1
SHOOEIN™ [VONS v vimmsvuves e Svas it densaes 2
MUISTC  ooais e s SR R S N Tk 6
Daneing Beel: .cmmismenasisteasseaiens 12
BasabalT uimcvasmsnsm s i AN S S S i TR 24
FOUCER. O LY cavmsmas smossimsesim s Saaees 34
Agricultural Fairs and Shows ................. 38
RaCEETACKS iuiicvesvismisisissinsiasniiias 43
PATRS o s R s R R R A SRR e e 48
Fraternal Orders and Service Organizations ... 53
Women’s Organizations ............ccceiieinnnn. 60
Military Organizations ...........cccnnnn... 64
Lyceums, Literary Societies and Debates ...... 69
CRAMLAUAUA i s SR A s s se v e 70
Opera HOUSES: '.ouiisissinnevasaneGiaen aesms 76
The: STIVer SCrBen: i visunese Carewaavise 80
TONE:SNOWS: & coviviamiaiie Susi ouieis e dei v s a i 85
The:CIVEUS i smivasminainiani et svaeaiams 86
Carnivals s suvinisivemaien see s ainasivas 88
Annual BVents: ..icivvvvssiansiiandnamasiass 89
Happy Birthday to You ........ccovvvviiinnnnn. 96
Horseless Carviages . ..oovisesveivivanavoanias 100
Those Fabulous Flying Machines .............. 103
Taverns, Roadhouses and Night Clubs ......... 109
country CIUbs: .ocsasvaisitvansauanisndaesii 111
Season’s GreatiIngs ... i anviiveeisive e 112
The:PWheel” oiisanvmsvarsmnvsivvaiiaie 117
ORI RS s 2 s T W S U e S P R T i aas 118
BOMIING i oisasaiaeaiRiseiaT s R S 120
Roller SKating ...uevivesrinainaaie waasavis 122
HOPSESh0OS =i iisoaiaainsis ddvvaiaiwen seenden 124
EPOGUEE s v e e st S AR e @d 124
KALOS i o s s SRS v R e e e e 125
The- Ole:SWwimmin? Hole: o oo aranasiusisias 126
RGN0 oot s Sma v S awisdiva diaa 128
Hal TOMBZON s o s @ s S T A i s 131
TR SHIVAYRe eisssirmnssanmaeavasismeonaeieis 132
Steamboating on the Nodaway ................. 133
CUAPDINGS kv visamasieeivsranmteiamin 135
The Matl B cuviueradasismemeaa v e 137
Montgomery County Map .........c.ccvvvivnnnnnnn 142
Bibltography .. ivndivessmmnanississvinss 143



A watermelon party; #92, Leonard Schwinn collection. Photo courtesy
State Historical Society of Iowa--Iowa City.

iv



PREFACE

The year 1996 marks the 150th year since Iowa became the twenty-
ninth state of the union. This anniversary is being marked throughout the
state with special events and celebrations. The mission established early
in 1994 by the Montgomery County Sesquicentennial commission was (in
part) to "Enhance understanding and appreciation of the individual and
collective history of the county." As a part of the endeavors to fulfill
this mandate, the county commission chose two publishing projects. The
first was a compilation of military history, including biographical
information, about the men and women of the county who served in World
War II. The second project was this volume, Good Times in Montgomery
County.

When history is recorded often the subjects are the great and
momentous events, or perhaps the study is set in the framework of
national issues such "World War II" or "The Depression". Daily Tives,
however, are made up of much Tighter, more ordinary fare. Most
midwesterners do not spend their days thinking of these great events, nor
do we exist in sadness and sorrow, but rather we lead day to day lives
full of sociability, friendship and good times. To keep our view of the
past in proper focus, the authors of this book have chosen to look back
to the county’s beginnings and record some of the grandest of occasions,
some of the best and most enduring entertainments, and some of the light
hearted, happy times enjoyed in our southwest Iowa farm communities.

Much of the information in the book has been taken from the county
newspapers. County histories have also provided material. A list of these
resources appears in the appendix. When this project was begun, articles
were run in local newspapers which invited public participation. People
responded by writing their own memories of times past. Each high school
in the county was invited to take part and two classes sent good times
stories. Several oral histories were recorded by long time residents.
Information from all of these sources has become a part of these pages.

Of course we have not told all the stories to be told, nor could we
even use all the materials we received. We are grateful to all who took
time to write and share memories. All of the letters and primary
materials will be stored at the Montgomery County History Center. The Red
Oak Express generously supported this project by providing many of the
photos and the expertise to make all photos camera ready for the printer.

No reader will have a better time in reviewing these exciting, often
delightful, down home, good time stories than the writers themselves.
Just open up the book and jump right in. You can read it from front to
back, back to front, or from the middle; there’s no right way except to
enjoy!

Elaine Artlip
Bettie McKenzie
May 1996



Kelley family playing croquet; #89, Leonard Schwinn collection.
Photo courtesy State Historical Society of Iowa--Iowa City.
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INTRODUCTION

When the early settler arrived in
Montgomery County he found a beautiful
land, rich in the promise of a bountiful
future. But the fulfillment of that
promise involved hardship and privation.
Life was serious business.

We all are familiar with the tales of
those difficult times, but we tend to
forget that there was a lighter side of
the story. From the beginning the new-

comer recognized the importance--the
necessity--of social contact with his
neighbor.

While the pioneer fended off the wolf
at the door he

Forks, as Villisca was first known,
wrote,"...The wool picking was the
women’s job and it was an irksome one, so
to make it an easier and more pleasant
one, the women of the neighborhood would
assist each other...The visiting
neighbors did the picking and the hostess
prepared food for them." (18 September
1931, Review)

At quilting bees the women enjoyed a
social event while providing for a basic
family need, and at the same time, added a
touch of beauty to their simple homes. A
number of years ago, there was a renewed

interest in the

may have been art, and at this
planning a - .‘i?‘ time there are
shooting match PH . dozens of
or a dance. wh ' .; dedicated quilters
In the in the county.
first years An entire
most of the settlement might
breaks in the y work together to
daily routine make sorghum
were just molasses. When it
another form was done the
of work but young folks could
when the labor have a taffy pull.
was shared it From the
was lighter. f earliest days of
Perhaps the county fishing
it was - & was a popular
a cabin z pastime. No game
or barn -~ fish were found in

raising, a husking bee or a butchering.
While the men worked the women prepared
food for all. Probably they danced in the
evening.

Sheep shearing was another shared
task. Then the burs and other foreign
matter had to be picked from the fleece.
W.M. Moore, an early resident of The

the placid streams but the angler could
provide food and recreation at the same
time. As the mills were built those sites
became favorite spots for fishing.
Schoolhouses began to appear here and
there on the prairie. As soon as they
were built they became the entertainment
centers of their communities. Spelldowns,



singing parties and box socials were
held. Literary societies were organized
and lectures were given.

The type of recreation available
depended to some extent upon where you
lived. The 1881 Montgomery County History
tells us (page 445): "From the time
Frankfort was established as the county
seat there was a sharp rivalry between
that town and Red Oak Junction, and
marked contrast between the ruling types
of society of the two towns. Frankfort

was given to social pastimes of a
literary and rather high-toned
character...all that was possible of

refining and elevating influences...

"Red Oak, on the contrary, seemed
given over to saloons, dances, fights and
all sorts of sensational doings, which
would be talked about and reported abroad.,
so that the place got well advertised, for
there was something happening all the
time."

Gradually life became easier for the
residents of our county. With more
leisure time at their disposal they
enjoyed the familiar pastimes and
enthusiastically welcomed new diversions
as they were introduced.

Let’s follow the merry-makers through
the years, and see if they did indeed
have good times in Montgomery County.

Picnic at Hawkins Park. The Joe McGreer family enjoying life in Hawkins Park in 1914. The McGreer
brothers, Joe and Bud, ran Hawkins park. Photo Express Reflections



SHOOTIN® TRONS

When the early settlers came to
Montgomery County, every male of the age
of twelve or over brought at least one
gun. The survival of the men and their
families depended upon the skillful use
of the weapons to provide food and
protection. Hunting parties were the
first sport, but shooting matches soon
became a popular form of recreation
among the pioneers. Gun clubs were
organized and for many years provided the
chief pastime for large numbers of men.

John Ross, the first settler, come to
the county in 1849. The 1881 History
states that he was an unerring shot with
a rifle. He called his favorite gun "old
Betsy".

Sciola-

In December 1871 the Villisca Jowa
Mercury reported that two hunters in the
vicinity of Sciola had killed 23 deer
during the winter. In January 1882, the
Review told that there had been
considerable shooting done at Sciola--at
glass balls and a swinging target. "Some
turkey matches were shot off, also some
fellows shot off their mouths." A
shooting match was held at the
sportsman’s cabin in January 1887. The
cabin was a shack called the Robber’s
Roost, on the river near Sciola. In
November 1889 the Sciola news said that
the shooting matches had commenced again,
"much to the regret of the ladies".

3 September 1890; Review: NOTICE:
Persons who have been in the habit of
shooting, hunting, fishing, etc. on the
Sabbath day in the vicinity of Sciola and
Morton’s Mills, are hereby referred to
Sec. 4072, of the Code of Iowa and notice
is hereby given that the Taw will be
promptly enforced hereafter. A word to
the wise is sufficient.

Law-Abiding Citizens

Villisca -

The Villisca men were out shooting,
too, but the only evidence we have is a
complaint. The Review of 4 April 1873
contained a notice to sportsmen: "We wish
to call attention of sportsmen to Chapter
14 of the Laws of Iowa...it is a
misdemeanor for any person to fire a gun
in or near any feed lot where cattle or
other stock are kept...The fine is not
less than five dollars or more than one
hundred dollars for each offense.”

In January 1877 a tournament was held
at the Villisca Shooting Gallery. At the
state tournament held at Atlantic in June
1885 the Villisca shooting team tied for
first, but lost to Algona in a shoot off.

"Another" rifle match was held in
October 1889. "The sport is becoming more
and more an American pastime." Day’s new
shooting gallery was opened in January
1900. A gun club was active in 1901 and
’02. In May 1902 a live bird shooting
contest was held at Tyler’s park.

In May 1930 a ten-county meet was
held on the government shooting range at
Villisca. There were contests for both
rifle and pistol shooting.

Morton Mills -

In January 1885 the Morton’s Mills
young men participated in a wolf hunt.
"No wolves but sad havoc was made among
the rabbits." In March of ’85, the group
was called the Kimel Shooting Club. In
November 1886 shooting matches were held
at Morton’s Mills and Sciola on the same
day. A Mortons Mill Shooting Club was
formed in 1902.

Red Oak -

According to the Express, the Red Oak
shooting gallery went out of business in
1877. In May 1884 a pigeon shoot was held
on the Red Oak fair grounds. Each



contender had a chance at ten birds. In
June 1885 the Red Oak sporting club came
home from the state tournament at
Atlantic with second honors. But at the
fair that fall they shot holes in the
balloon.

The Red Oak Gun Club held a shoot in
May 1887; all were welcome to
participate. In 1893, the Red Oak club
held its annual tournament at the club
grounds southwest of the city. By 1902,
the gun club met "at their park near the
standpipe".

A side shoot contest was held in Red
Oak in April 1905. One side consisted of
men 50 years of age and over; the other
team was young men. The old men won. In
1917, the Red Oak Gun Club met at
Hossle’s farm west of Red Oak.

A rifle club was organized in Red Oak
in 1915. It had about 30 members.

Stennett -

The Stennett news of 1885 said "Jas.
Seaman and Ed Bryson did the handsome
thing by inviting winners of that hunt
and their wives to an excellent supper
Wednesday evening. Ed and Jim took the
eating of crow pretty hard, but we guess
they will recover." There was quite a
crowd in Stennett on 27 November 1907.
"John Perry got rid of a wagon load of
turkeys and geese."

Milford/Grant -

A shooting match was held at Milford
on Christmas Day 1886. In January 1890
the Independent noted that wolf hunts
were all the rage at Milford. "Thus far
more hunt than wolves." In 1912, a
shotgun shooting match was held by the
Grant gun club on Decoration Day.

Stanton -

A gun club was organized at Stanton
in July 1892. The club was active for
several years. Thanksgiving Day was a
popular time for events. In November 1906
a qun club was organized by a dozen of
the young men. In December 1910, a match
was reported. "There were almost as many
women as men, and they took a hand in the

shooting." An artificial lake was made on
the John P. Larson farm east of Stanton
in the summer of 1911. In November 1913
the Review noted that the Stanton Gun Club
Thanksgiving Day Shoot would be held on
the new shooting grounds just east of A.D.
Anderson’s. "Classes will be provided for
ladies."

In December 1946 Ernie Johnson post
of Stanton held a turkey shoot at the
Stanton ball park. News items of January
1954 mention the Stanton Fox Hunt club.

Elliott -

In November 1910 the Elliott Knights
of Pythias held a big clay pigeon shoot
on Thanksgiving. After World War II the
Amvets sponsored trap shoots at the ball
park. There 1is a club northwest of
ETliott in Pottawattamie County.

Others -

The Tocal papers reported shooting
matches in almost every community in the
county. In December 1895, there was one
at Climax, and one was held at Biddick on
Christmas day, 1896. A shooting match was
held at Coburg on New Year’s day 1912.
The MWales news announced in January 1913
that a Wales Gun Club had been organized
with 12 members.

Hawkins Park opened in June 1913. One
of the facilities provided was a trap
shoot range. The park closed in 1917.

Montgomery County Conservation League -
The League was organized in 1939 as a
result of a movement begun ten years
earlier. In July 1940 arrangements were
made to repair the dam at Grant and stock
the river with fish. Several truck loads
of bullheads were hauled into the county.
Several thousand pheasants and several
hundred quail were released. The League
had 856 members by the time of the Pearl
Harbor attack. No meetings were held
during the war. In January 1947 a
revitalization of the League was planned.

Villisca Sportsmen Club
The Sportsmen Club was organized in
1949. An artificial lake was made in the



southeast corner of Section 19, East
Township. It became a popular recreation
spot for the 75 members of the club. It
was stocked with bass, blue gills and
bullheads. It also provided good hunting
during the duck and geese seasons. The
lake was still being used in 1956.

Nishna Valley Rifle and Pistol Club -

In 1952 the Nishna Valley Rifle and
Pistol Club was organized. Meetings were
held at the old Red Oak fire station, at
Washington and Fourth. A range was built
on the Victor Peterson farm, northeast of
Red Oak. It had a pistol range, rifle
range, trap range and targets for bow and
arrow shooters.

Frankfort Gun Club -

The club was formed with six members.
Land was rented and a trapshoot built on
the north side of old US 34 just east of
the Frankfort cormer. One report says
that it was in use by 1949. Trapshoots
were held several times a month during
the summer. Occasionally the Tlocals
competed with teams from other towns. The
site was active through the mid-50s, and
perhaps until the Walton ground opened.

Sure As Shootin’® -

The Red Oak Sure As Shootin’ Fox Hunt
Club was started in 1954. It was still
operating in 1958.

Izaak Walton -

A meeting was held in February 1934
to "revive the now defunct chapter of the
[zaak Walton league". More than 30
signed for membership at $2.50 per year.
A game management area was established
about a mile east of Red Oak on the north
side of US 34. In April ’34 a second
area was selected three miles east of
Stanton. Apparently the effort was not
successful, but it is uncertain how long
the group was active.

The Charter for the Izaak Walton
League of America, Montgomery County
Chapter, was dated 11 June 1952. There
were 46 charter members; at one time
there were 600 members. In June 1956

there was an Izaak Walton meeting at the
"league trap house on No. 34".

In March 1958, plans were announced
for a club house to be built near Viking
Lake State Park. The Walton league bought
a 10-acre tract a half mile west of the
entrance to the park. The basement of the
building was completed that summer, and
was used. The wupper portion of the
structure was built some time Tlater.

The Teague’s motto is "Defenders of
Soil, Water, Woods and Wildlife". The
organization has planted trees, built
shelter belts, landscaped farm ponds and
raised quail and pheasant.

Villisca "Ikes" -

The organizational meeting of the
Villisca Chapter of the Izaak Walton
League was held in May 1954. There were
eleven charter members. In August 1955,
the League bought the East Township No. 5
school house and used it as a club house.
In January ’57, the Review reported, "The
Izaak Walton League during the past
year...painted the interior of the club
house, raised and released 500 pheasants,
installed a trap shooting range for day
and night shooting, and established an
archery range. Twenty-seven boys are
taking a hunter’s Safety Course."

The Walton women were organized in
July with a membership of 49...Motto:
Land Green; Water Clean.”

For several years the Waltons
sponsored a Kids’ Fish Day. A large
number of contestants fished for the
prizes.

After a few years the local club
decided that they couldn’t afford the
Walton league, so they dropped out and
became the Villisca Community
Conservation Club. The Walton Tleague
transferred the property to the Community
Club 26 September 1960. That Club was
disbanded and the property was sold 15
June 1966.

Pheasants Forever -

This 1is a national organization
formed for the purpose of providing or
maintaining suitable habitat to ensure an



adequate pheasant population for hunting
purposes.

The Montgomery County chapter has
been active for about five years. An
annual banquet is the chief source of
funding for the group. A payment is made
to the national organization and the rest
of the money is spent locally.

The chapter contributed $10,000
toward the purchase of additional land
for the Anderson Conservation project.
They will pay a percentage of the cost
of seed for acres left for wild life.
The chapter owns equipment for tree
planting and seeding; the implements may
be borrowed.

Gun sports continue to be popular in
the county. Southwest 1Iowa and
Montgomery county are wild life havens.
It is said that Iowa ranks second only to
South Dakota in pheasant count. There
are large numbers of quail and deer.
Open seasons bring hunters from hundreds
of miles around. They make reservations a
year in advance and return season after

MUSIC

Vocal music -

For the early settlers in Montgomery
County the most important requirement of
entertainment was availability. Vocal
music met that condition, and so they
sang. At home, at church services, at
school and at parties their voices rang
out. We have few accounts of such
activities; it wasn’t considered
newsworthy.

Wales -

All areas of the county sang, but
Lincoln Township was outstanding. Those
Welsh people could sing! And did. They
were serious about the art. Wales events
were not well-reported in the early days,

season, bringing a sizeable amount of
money into the county.

The Hunt - contributed by Ryan Moestchen,
student; Villisca High School:

It all starts the night before.
Diligently getting ready for the next
morning’s activity. It must be deer
season.

The alarm clock is an extremely rude
awakening at four-thirty in the morning.
We must get up this early for even though
it is deer season the livestock still
need fed. We hurry, as my dad is just as
excited as [ am.

It seems like a long ride to my
grandfather’s farm, and an equally Tong
walk to the timber from the road.

The morning wastes away without any
sight of deer although I can hear many
shots. Finally my wait is over. The
massive ten point buck strides into the
clearing. Before I can react he is off
again. I may have lost my only chance of
the day, but at least I enjoyed that day.

but by the 1880s the news was full of
singing schools and concerts. Classes and
performances were held in school houses
and churches.

In February 1885, A.D. Hougas had
nearly 100 pupils in his singing class at
Eminence, (Wheeler’s Grove, just across
the line in Pottawattamie County). The
Welsh choir gave a concert at Elliott in
May 1885. The Wales Glee Choir and Male
Chorus received an invitation to hold a
concert at Henderson on New Year’s Eve,
1894. At a concert in March 1896 sixty
voices sang a number of songs, plus
numbers by the male chorus.

In 1914, the Wales Choir, in national
costumes, performed at the Monte Festo.



Milford/Grant -

Milford/Grant tradition says that
Seth Smith came to Douglas Township in
1868, bringing a melodeon and ten
children, all of whom sang. The family
gave concerts in the 1little Milford
schoolhouse.

In March 1875 an instrumental and
vocal concert was given at the new
Methodist church at Milford. The Milford
Glee Club sang on the Fourth of July
1884. The Milford Musical Society gave a
concert on Christmas night, 1885. The
Milford male quartet entertained at the
GAR campfire at Milford in 1891. The men
were still singing in 1897.

In March 1931 radio station KICK
reopened in Red Oak; in April a talent
contest was held. The Blackburn sisters
of Grant won several prizes and a
contract for future appearances.

Villisca -

The Villisca Musical Club was
organized in March 1875. In the early
’80s a family named Ravencroft gave vocal
concerts in Villisca and neighboring
areas. A Villisca choir sang at some of
the 01d Settlers reunions in the 1880s
and '90s.

In May 1900 the Review said, "The
Choral Union is an organization of the
vocal talent of the city which has for
its object the cultivation and upbuilding
of the music sentiment of the community."

A quartet billed for the 1913
Villisca Chautauqua failed to appear, and
they were replaced by the Eureka Villisca
sextet. They were "so good that they were
invited to sing at the dedication of the
Clarinda Armory". The sextet consisted of
one woman and five men.

In February 1919, the Villisca band
and the Liberty Glee Club welcomed
soldiers and sailors returning from the
war.

Early in 1930 a male chorus was
organized in Villisca, and entertained at
home and abroad for a number of years. A
women’s group, the Treble Clefs, was
formed, but it didn’t last long.

Red Oak -

"The singing was excellent" at the
Fourth of July celebration in Red Oak in
1871. A Glee Club sang in 1875. 1In
September 1887 the Red Oak Choral Union,
recently organized, had 23 members. A
Choral Society was formed in October
1898.

Haydn’s "Creation" was presented at
the Beardsley theater in February 1917.
A Tlarge chorus of Red Oak singers
performed the oratorio before a full
house. They were accompanied by a small
chamber orchestra. Another Choral Society
gave its initial appearance at the Oak
theater in April 1925. It had 38 voices.

Hall Clovis graduated from Red Oak
High School in 1918. He studied at the
Julliard Graduate School, and then joined
the New York Opera Comique. In February
1940 he and his wife presented a concert
in Red Oak. It was reported as the "Four-
Star" event of the season.

The Express reported in June 1979
that the Red Oak Orioles were a group of
senior citizens of the Red Oak congregate
meal site.

Climax -

In July 1884 the Telephone said, "On
the Fourth the Climax Glee Club performed
its part with grace and ease." A music
school was in session in July 1885, and
in November they gave a concert. It was
successful "in every particular”.

Elliott -

Elliott had a musical society in
1886. News items of 1913 mention the
young ladies’ Nightingale Choral Club.

Stanton -

Stanton has an enviable history of
vocal music. In June 1888 there were 60
scholars at singing school. At the
Villisca 01d Settlers Reunion in 1889 the
Swedish Manerchor from Stanton performed.
The Review of 2 July 1896 said, "At
Stanton’s midsummer day...There was some
fine singing by the Arpe Sextet and solos
by Prof. Johanson." A male quartet was
singing in 1903.



The Stanton Oratorio Society was
organized in 1914 and was still active in
1939.

In 1916 the 20th Century Glee Club
became a member of the American Union of
Swedish Singers, and changed its name to
the Stanton Glee Club. In August 1916 a
special train carried the Stanton Glee
Club and Oratorio society to the Swedish
day of the Clarinda Chautauqua.

Wolf Ridge/Wallin -

In 1888 a Glee Club of young women
was formed in the Wolf Ridge/Wallin area
to sing at Republican rallies. They were
so successful that after the election
they continued as a community singing
society.

Tenville -

There were two singing schools in
Washington Township in 1893. One was at
the No. 10 school, where singing parties
were frequent events,

Sciola -

In the early days Sciola was noted
for its fine vocal music. A Grange picnic
was held near Sciola in July 1874,
"Singing was by Mr. and Mrs. Osman Rose
and Mr. and Mrs. John VYergey." That
quartet sang at most events at Sciola for
a number of years.

In February 1884 it was reported that
singing school had broken up. Sciola held
a Fourth of July celebration in 1885.
"The singing was grand." The Sciola Glee
Club furnished the music at a Republican
meeting at the schoolhouse in 1896.

On 19 February 1926, Sciola musicians
broadcast a program from KSO, the Berry
Seed Company, Clarinda.

Women's  Chorus;
Withrow, Red Oak:

Approximately forty women met in
April 1948 to organize a Montgomery
County Rural Women’s Chorus. It was
promoted and sponsored by the Montgomery
County Farm Bureau Women. Mrs. Fred
Shields agreed to serve as director; Mrs.
Charles Krumme was the first pianist,

contributed by Ada

then Ada Withrow served for many years.
The chorus wore black dresses with
identical white collars.

The chorus took part in an annual
contest and festival at Ames, under the
direction of Max Exner who was the State
Extension Music Director. Later there was
the Farm Bureau contest as well. The
Chorus received red and blue ribbons over
the years and occasionally an outstanding
or superior rating.

The chorus was active through 1964.
At that time many women were taking jobs

outside the home and the attendance
dropped until it seemed impossible to
continue.

The Music Company -

In 1987 a group of fourteen men and
women who love to sing got together under
the name of The Music Company. The
members are from Villisca, Stanton and
Red Oak, and are directed by Marla
Nelson. They sing all types of music, and
have performed at many events in the
area. A casette recording of some of
their favorite numbers is available.

Instrumental music -

The first musician in Montgomery
county was said to be John Ross; he
played a fiddle. Many of the early
settlers brought violins to the county in
covered wagons. The fiddlers contributed
greatly to Tocal entertainment by playing
for dances.

By 1871, the date of our oldest
county newspapers, Villisca and Red 0Oak
each had a town band. Those municipal
groups were popular, widespread and long
lasting. Bands have been recorded in most
of the towns in the county, and even in
some rural areas.

For many years, towns enjoyed weekly
band concerts during the summer months.
The bands marched in parades and
participated in other community events.

After World War I there was a sharp
decrease in the number of bands. The
Villisca municipal band Tlasted through
1942; it may have been the last one in
the county.



Villisca -

Villisca had a city band by the
Fourth of July 1871. The Review boasted
of "one of the best martial bands in the
west". The Villisca band played each
Saturday afterncon during the summer of
1876. A string band played for the
platform dance on the Fourth. In ’78 the
band boys erected a music pavilion in the
center of the park.

There were also private bands. In the
early ’80s Poston’s Band was playing, as
was a Dunn group.

In 1884 the Villisca band was
incorporated as the Villisca Southwestern
Band. The group continued for several
years, and was very popular. The
organization bought new uniforms in 1885,
and the local news said "Our band boys
have the nobbiest suits of any band in
Southwestern Iowa." That was supposed to
be highly complimentary.

The Review of 15 September 1887 said,
"The Southwestern Band recently bought,
at large expense, a set of silver
instruments of Pepper’s famous
*Specialty’ make."

Villisca had an orchestra at least by
1881. In May 1889 a new orchestra was
organized. The twelve members were from
the Southwestern Band and the Dunn
Brothers group.

In the 1890s a mandolin craze hit the
county. The Ideal Mandolin Club was
playing in Villisca by 1892. In August
1897 the paper mentioned a Ladies
Mandolin Club.

In November 1899, Theron Bates’ young
ladies’ band made its first public
appearance, in stylish new uniforms of
dark green cloth.

In 1900 a Trombone Band was formed.
Over a period of years bands came, lasted
a couple of years, and died. In 1913 a
Firemen's band was organized.

In March 1920 the Review said,
"Wilbur Rumsey, the blind fiddler of this
city, won the gold medal, the first prize
at the old fiddlers’ contest in Omaha."”

In 1924 there was a string band. A
municipal band was organized in 1938, and
it lasted up through 1942. In the 1930s

and ’40s Bess Bowman’s orchestra played
for dances in many communities.

Red Oak -

At the Fourth of July 1871
celebration in Red Oak the music from the
Band "echoed in grand harmonic strains”.
In September 1872 the Red Oak Brass Band
advertised for engagements “for all
occasions". The Star orchestra was
playing in 1877.

A "colored band" was formed in Red
Oak in April 1879. In June the Express
told that the colored band and the Silver
Cornet band met unexpectedly at the
corner of the square, and "The streets
were flooded with band music." In 1883
the colored band was engaged to furnish
music for the fair.

The same year the Davis Orchestra was
said to be the best in Southwestern Iowa.

In May 1886 the Cornet band
incorporated and took the name "Bruce
Commandery Band". They ordered uniforms.
In April 1887 the Bruce Commandery
Orchestra was vrenamed the W.H. Evans’
Music Store Orchestra.

In April 1889 the Sun said, "The
Union Cornet band, known as the kid band,
have never been paid for the campaign
music they furnished the Republicans last
fall." Edward White’s orchestra was
playing in 1889.

There was a mandolin club in Red Oak
at least by 1893 when it gave an ocarina
medley. In January 1897 the Express said,
"A mandolin and bandurrie club has been
organized by several young men of the
city." (A bandurrie is an Irish drum.)

The Fenton Orchestra was reorganized
in July 1909. Red Oak had a military band
in 1910.

In 1912, the Express reported that
the fiddlers’ contest held at the
Beardsley theatre was an amusing and
entertaining affair. Twenty-one fiddlers
participated. "Nearly all the old pieces
that we used to dance to down on the farm
were rendered.”

Another military band was formed in
1918. In November 1919 Sousa and his band
performed at the Beardsley theater.



In the 1920s Iva Kerrihard, a Red Oak
violin teacher, directed a symphony
orchestra. They performed locally and
appeared on Shenandoah and Omaha radio
stations. At the same time the four-piece
Anna Thomas Orchestra was playing jazz.
The Monte Carlo Entertainers were a
seven-piece dance orchestra which played
all through the 1920s. A group of the
same name was playing in 1952, but it may
not have been the same organization.

The Legion Junior Drum and Bugle
Corps was formed in the spring of 1925.
On 6 October the Corps participated in a
huge Legion parade in Omaha. President
Coolidge reviewed the parade and he sent
personal congratulations to the boys for
their fine performance.

In 1927 the band shell in the center
of the city park was removed to make room
for the memorial fountain which was built
there.

Beginning in 1936 the Red 0Oak High
School Band won four national
championships in a row. The 18 May 1936
Express quoted a Cleveland (Ohio) critic
as saying, "It remained for a Class B
school to bring the house down. . .Marching
twice as cockily, and, seemingly, twice
as snappily as most of the larger bands,
the Red Oak outfit broke into "Toway’ in
the midst of an intricate maneuver, and
the roar of the crowd almost drowned out
the music.” In 1937 the band performed at
Jackson, Mississippi. They stepped
smartly across the field straight at the
grandstand to a spirited rendition of
"Dixie". The following wins were at Omaha
and Colorado Springs.

The Montgomery Mountain Boys Band was
formed in 1955 when a quartet played
their guitars and sang in Fountain Square
Park. They entertained at dances, fairs
and on the same bill with well-known
country performers.

Milford/Grant -

Milford/Grant had a band at least by
1876. In April 1878 the local reporter
wrote, “The Milford Band boys are on
their ear, have donned their high heeled
boots and are scarcely approachable with
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a ten foot pole. They received their new
instruments last week...and were bent on
a surprise serenade of the town. As all
are new beginners with no practice the
leader generously allowed each one to
choose his own music...No damage was done
except two busted horns, ‘some cows
bawling, some cats and dogs scared and we
haven’t heard of a rat in four miles of
the place since."

The Milford band played at the
Villisca fair in 1881. In 1888 they had a
string band. In 1897 Milford was to have
"a Marshal band. The sons of veterans will
be the musicians". On Decoration Day 1916
the members of the Concert band were clad
in new uniforms and caps.

During World War 1I Leo Spiker, a
high school student from Grant, formed a
music group. For several years, they
played for dances all over southwest
Iowa. The Rancheros, a country western
group, played in the 1970s.

Stanton -

The Stanton Star Band was organized
before November 1885. In April ’86 Tlocal
news said that the band boys were to have
new uniforms. The Stanton Star Band gave
a concert in Larmon Park in August 1886.
The Band was incorporated in July 1888
and received new instruments.

A Silver Cornet band was organized in
November 1900. In August 1917 the Stanton
band furnished music for the departure of
Co. "M" for the World War.

Elliott -

In September 1884 the Elliott band
received new caps. The Union Social Band
was playing in 1885. An Elliott Martial
band and an Elliott cornet band appeared
at a political rally in Milford in
September 1888. In February 1893 the Sun
reported that Elliott had quite a good
orchestra. In 1903 there was an 0Odd
Fellows Band. In 1904 a free concert was
given by the Elliott Star Band at Wood’s
Opera House. An orchestra was organized
in 1907. The Elliott drum corps won many
compliments at the Villisca reunion in
September 1907.



The Sciola Cornet Band, Organized 1899. Front John Mullen, Drum Major. Front row, left to
right: Jesse Hinshaw, bass drum; Ben Moyer, cornet, Director; John Prather, comet; Burleigh
Mayhew, cornet; Lars Larson, cornet; Ben Moyer; Albert Sandosky, snare drum. Back row: Henry
Butenhof, tuba; Joe Marvick; Clay Mayhew; Clint Powers; Jess Sickler,; Sumner Wheeler; John
Sandosky, clarinet, Photo: Elaine Artlip

In 1912, Elliott had a Commercial
orchestra. The Elliott concert Band
appeared in new uniforms in 1916. "They
are composed of a black coat and cap,
trimmed in white. The caps have the word

'Elliott’ embroidered on the front. The
band will wear white trousers and
shirts."

Morton Mills -

Charlie Atwood’s string band was
playing for dances in 1884. Moyer’s
Cornet Band was organized in 1888. In
1889 W.T. Atwood donated land, and the
band erected a hall for their use. It
stood on the road "running east and west
past Mr. Atwood’s and across the bridge
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directly north of the mill1". Many dances
were held in the hall. Around 1900 it was
sold to the Modern Woodmen for a club
room.

Climax -

In October 1885 the Climax news said,
"Climax 1is looking up. The city can
afford a musical band."

Pilot Grove -

Pilot Grove Township 1liked music.
There was a band in the Hart School area
in 1888. The B & M Orchestra gave an
entertainment at the Barr school house in
August 1891. A brass band was organized
at the Plowman school in 1892. In the



summer of 1893 John Biddick fixed a
summer garden at his store, and furnished
music every Saturday night,

Dunnville -

It seems that everyone who lived in
the Dunnville area was a musician. Dunn’s
Orchestra went to Corning on New Year’s
Eve, 1887, where they played for the
Firemen’s Ball. In August 1888 Dunnville
news said, "We have a good amateur drum
corp which furnishes music at all
meetings." In 1914 the Baker orchestra

was playing.

Sciola -

A band was formed at Sciola in
November 1899. It played for community
events for a number of years.

Tenville -

The Tenville Orchestra was playing by
1899. Sometimes the group played for local
events, but their chief purpose was
social. They met in the homes of members,
and whole families attended. Light
refreshments were served; usually it was a
bushel of apples. In 1904 they decided to
"send for some music and learn something
new". They were still playing in 1914.

Coburg -

In February 1890 the Sun noted that
there was talk of organizing a brass band
at Coburg. They practiced in the MWA hall
and played for several years. A band was
mentioned in 1912.

DANCING FEET
"Take your partner and swing dancing in the towns, in the smallest
around." The music was lively, the settlements and on the farms. People here

fiddler played and everyone was there.
For this dance neighbors came from all
the counties around--Page, Adams, Taylor
and Montgomery. It was January of 1854,
Just months after Montgomery County was
officially established. The place was
John Ross’ cabin in the eastern part of
this county where Ross had been the first
settler, reportedly moving on the land in
1849. The occasion was a working "bee"
where families came to help a neighbor,
and then all stayed on for the fun. In
the afternoon there was a "grand supper”
and a "hoe down" in the evening. The 1881
Montgomery County History reports that a
man named Lovelace was the fiddler and
says, "There was a ten gallon keg of
whiskey at the freedom of the guests",
but the writer assures us that none of
them got drunk.

There was dancing in the beginning of
the county’s history and it has never
stopped. Newspaper accounts report every
variety of dancing in Montgomery County--
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have danced to fiddlers, to 1local
musicians, to juke boxes and to the
nation’s biggest bands. They have danced
as a group in a dancing club, attended
community dances, danced in school
houses, in churches, in their lodge
halls, and in barns. They have danced at
the parks, pavilions and on city streets.
They have danced for their favorite
holidays--Christmas and New Year’s Eve,
Washington’s birthday, St. Patrick’s Day,
the Fourth of July, Thanksgiving, and at
harvest time. They have attended
Firemen’s Balls for over a century.

The early dances such as that held at
the Ross house were square dances,
perhaps called by a favorite caller other
than the fiddler. A community was Tucky
if it had a fiddler who would provide the
music and the early vresidents in
Montgomery County had a fiddler in the
person of John Ross himself. Ross was
said to be illiterate. He came originally
from Kentucky, moving into Missouri and



then to Iowa. He 1liked to live in
unsettled territory and by 1857 had moved
on from Iowa to Kansas. But in the
earliest years he played his violin here
and enjoyed its music. The story is that
he was a very fine performer, but
somebody had told him that a fiddle was
the invention of the devil, and that all
fiddling was sinful and iniquitous. He
was told also that the Bible contained a
statement that upon the return of the
prodigal son there was "fiddling and
dancing" in the father’s house. Ross
asked a neighbor about the wording in the
holy book and was told that what it said
was "music and dancing” and didn’t
exactly say "fiddling" took place on the
return of the prodigal son. History does
not report the effect this information
had on Ross and the future of fiddle
music in the early settlements. It is
true that through all this time since
1853 there have been religious
denominations that forbade or at least
discouraged dancing, but these sentiments
seem not to have inhibited the prevailing
public interest in social dancing.

Cabin dances such as at Ross’ home
were held in homes as small as 16 by 18
feet. Furniture was moved out; perhaps a
table was left for the fiddler to stand
on. The rough plank floors of hewn logs
laid on sills often had gaps in between
and it called for quick feet from the
dancers to manage. Country dances were
held in any and every place that people
would gather--a new home, a new school, a
new store, or a new barn would provide a
place and occasion. In a time and place
where people were scarce it provided the
excuse that brought them together. Young
men and young women surveyed each other.
It might be a wedding, a harvest time, a
corn husking--anything was a reason for a
"bee" or "frolic." 1f a fiddler were
skilled he could play all night without
repeating a tune. He might play a waltz
or a polka as well as the popular square
dances. Sometimes the dancing would be on
a lawn as a sort of Virginia Reel with
clapping hands. Settlers from the old
world countries--such as Scotland,
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Ireland or Sweden--often brought dances
with them that they knew from their
homeland.

Fiddlers and country dancing were

popular throughout the pioneer
settlements in the Midwest into the
1920s. In Montgomery County square

dancing declined but did not disappear
altogether as a variety of social dances
became popular. After World War II square
dancing was vre-learned by a new
generation that had been jitterbugging
through the 30s and 40s.

Many references are made
reporting of social news to "platform
dances." The first Fourth of July
celebration (1867) in the Forks was a
picnic and platform dance. W.M. Moore
wrote for the Review in 1932 that a
platform of rough boards from the sawmill
was laid the day before the dance. This
provided a portable dance floor that was
an improvement over the bare ground. An
account of 6 July 1876 in the Review
tells of the Centennial Fourth platform
dance with the Villisca String Band and
in 1884 platform dances at "Uncle Dock"
Spargur’s were reported as “getting
extremely popular.” Other news items up
to the 1940s spoke of platform dances
being held throughout the county.

As the county was settled following
the Civil War, meeting halls were built,
and social dancing and balls thrived.
While there were only 1,256 people
reported Tiving in the county in 1860, by
1875 there were 10,839 residents. The
population was young, energetic and
prosperous--and so was the social life.
In Villisca a news item of 1871 marked a
benefit dance for the brass band at
McMillan’s Hall. McMillan’s Hall
continued for a number of years being
named as a place for "social dances." It
was a meeting place for a dancing club
each two weeks in 1877.

The Villisca town hall hosted 80 to
100 couples for New Year’s in 1879 and
the news account says, "They wheeled
through the maze of dances and the revel
lasted until 5 in the morning." An early
Firemen’s ball was noted at the Villisca

in the



town hall in 1879. The Express reported
in December of 1877 that Frankfort (the
little settiement that was the home of
t?e first county seat) had a dancing
club.

In Red Oak in December of 1876 the
Express announced a Centennial Ball held
at Bryson’s Hall Christmas night which
"promises to be one of the finest ever in
the city." Such a local event was part of
the national celebration of the country’s
founding. Red Oak boasted of a Firemen’s
Ball on Christmas in 1879. An interesting
news account of 6 February 1879 reported
"a mongrel dance in Barker’s old saloon
building last Thursday night. It was said
to bear a striking resemblance to a
red-skin war dance." We are left to guess
what transpired at Barker’s saloon.

One way dancing was learned and
enjoyed among young people who were not
able to attend the square dances and the
balls was the "play party". Glade Corbin
Flatt, who lived in the Grant area at the
turn of the century, told of parties that
the young people enjoyed where they sang
folk tunes and danced. Parents wouldn’t
allow the young to go to "real" dances
but they could go to "play parties”. They
might sing and dance to "Charlie is a
Fine Young Man, Charlie is a Dandy" or
"Here Stands a Dusty Miller." The
Community Festival of 1874 at the Grant
Mill turned over the third floor to a
"play party."

County newspapers tell of a burst of
dancing activity in the decade of the
1880s. By then the population was over
15,000. Reports from all around the
county tell of military balls, firemen’s
balls, and dancing clubs held in local
halls. Lodges were organized and their
members held dances in the new Todge
buildings. The many dance bands and
orchestras noted indicate that in
Montgomery County the public enjoyed all
the "modern" couples dances as well as
the familiar square dances. Waltzes,
polkas and the schottische were the
popular steps.

Many of the accounts tell of a masque
or masquerade ball. A "Grand Masquerade
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Ball" was held at Red Oak’s Bryson’s Hall
in February 1881, in which over 100
persons participated and music was
furnished by the Villisca string band.
Another masquerade ball was held in March
1882 at the Opera House. In Villisca in
1882 such a ball was given and two years
later there is an account of Stanton’s
first Masquerade Ball on the 12th of
December at Hine’s Hall. These holiday
balls continued in Stanton for at least a
decade as noted in 1894 when the 10th
anniversary was reported. Not to be left
out Elliott held a "masque ball" in 1886.
Masque Balls continued to be popular
through the turn of the century. In 1899
a Masquerade Ball was held at Moyer’s
Band Hall at Morton’s Mill on December
22nd. In the spring of 1900 and again in
1905 the Villisca Review tells of
Masquerade Balls, the 1900 one being
given by Company "B" and the latter by
the Firemen. In this newly developed
county such formal festive occasions tell
of an active social community which
followed the trends set in the nation’s
most fashionable social centers.

In Red Oak the Knights of Pythias
began holding dances in the 1880s. The
Happy Hour Dancing Club was meeting in
1881 but lost its lease on a club room in
1887. However in December of that year
the Armory was leased and dancing held
there twice a month.

In Villisca the summer of 1885 the
Engineer’s and Firemen’s Ball was held at
the Opera House. The accounts says, "The
hall was handsomely decorated from top to
bottom. Creston’s Orchestra disbursed
excellent music. The Railroad boys are to
be congratulated on the pleasant manner
in which they entertained the crowd."

Later that year the Brotherhood of

Locomotive Firemen gave a ball in
Villisca. However most Firemen’s Balls
seemed to be hosted by local fire

companies rather than railroad groups.
Such sponsorship appeared in 1881 when
the Red Oak Fire Company gave a ball at
Bryson’s Hall and in the following years
when Red Oak’s Clipper Hose Company No. 1
and the Fisher Hose Company appear as



sponsors for balls. In January of 1888
Villisca’s Firemen’s Ball was held with
Dunn’s Orchestra furnishing music and
proceeds to be used for the purchase of a
new (fire) bell.

The Tlocal military companies were
also frequent sponsors of dances in their
communities. Company "B" of the Fifth
Regiment of the National Guard was
organized in Villisca in 1876 and soon
began holding dances. For New Year’s in
1881 a Military Ball was given by Company
"B" at the new Armory. The announcement
of "Good music and a good caller”
suggests that this was to be a square
dance. In Red Oak, Company "K" of the
Fifth Regiment of the National Guard was
formed in 1879 and it, too, sponsored
dances. An article in the Sun of 6 April
1888 told that this company was ahead
$105 on their prize ball given in Armory
Hall where attendance was large.

In June of 1884 the Express recorded
plans for an outstanding Fourth of July
celebration. "A big time is expected at
the Red Oak skating parlor on the Fourth
of July. A regular old fashioned Fourth
of July dance, commencing at 9:30 in the
morning and continuing all day and
evening. A grand exhibition on roller
skates once in the afternoon and evening.
Ice cream, lemonade, candies and
refreshments of all kinds will be served
in the rink. Admission to the parlor only
10c to gents and ladies will be admitted
free."

The Villisca Opera House held balls
during this decade. The Review told of a
Grand Ball in January of 1883 where the
Davis Orchestra of Red Oak ("which is
considered the best of Southwest Ilowa")
was to play and advised the public "the
strictest order will be preserved." In
1888 the Opera House held a New Year’s
Eve ball the proceeds of which were
devoted to the purchase of a new concert
organ.

Not only were the larger towns of the
county having balls and dances, but the
smaller communities were following suit.
Many of these communities today have
vanished but in the 1880s they were busy
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neighborhood centers. In 1886 the Sun
told of a Grand Ball at Climax together
with an oyster supper. Other Climax
dances included a New Year’s Eve ball of
1887 "in the old store building." The
Modern Woodman Halls at Biddick,
Hawthorne and Wales were used for dancing
and entertainment centers. At Milford,
(the present town of Grant) in 1884 a
ball was given at Howard’s Hall when the
Woods band furnished the music. In 1886
at Pilot Grove, the Bailey boys furnished
the dance music and it was reported in
the Sun that "the young folks (in Pilot
Grove) have about three dances a week".
During the decade of the 1880s in Elliott
(a community of about 500 people) the
social columns of the newspapers reported
dancing in Fuller’s Hall, in Stennett
Hall, at Ammon’s building and a Grand
Harvest Ball held in the Baxter Hall.

While the majority of these accounts
seem to indicate couple’s round dancing,
country dances also were in the news. In
July of 1882, 105 people attended a
housewarming for Mr. and Mrs. Thomas
Wertman. The Villisca Review said,
"During the evening the younger portion
tried the new barn floor with some
spirited and vigorous dancing."

Nathan Collins was a young man whose
family lived near Elliott. His grandson,
Carlos Merrick remembers a family story
about young Collins. Nathan was sent by
his father on an errand to the nearby
farm, just a quarter of a mile away. He
came upon a neighborhood dance in a home
where they had taken the furniture out
for dancing and many people were there
having a good time. He didn't get home
until 1 or 2 AM. While the outcome of the
story is lost to family memory, the
parents’ concern must have been
considerable as the story is being told
today even more than 100 years after the
event.

The earlier pattern of dancing and
sponsorship of balls continued through
the last decade of the century. Company
"B" in Villisca sponsored balls on a
regular basis, sometimes on Washington’s
birthday, sometimes on the Fourth of July



and other times at Christmas and New
Year’s. In 1897 Company "B" held a social
dance at the Armory Hall. Of this event
the newspaper said, "It will be strictly
a partner dance hence it will be useless
to apply for admission unless accompanied
by a lady." Reading between the lines we
may assume that dances had previously
allowed singles to attend.

In Coburg, "The young people gathered
at L. Ripples Monday evening for a
dance," the 7 February 1890 issue of the
Sun vreported. The same issue said,
"Coburgers attended a dance at John
McDevitt’s Saturday evening."

In Red Oak there were notices of the
Harris Hook and Ladder Company, the
Fisher Hose Company, the militia company,
and the Red Oak Fire Department also
sponsoring balls. There was a Young Men’s
Dancing Club which gave dancing parties
at the Armory. In Stanton Hine Hall
continued as a center of dancing
activities. A notice in the Sun for 3
November 1893 said, "The dance floor of
Ed Pace’s new barn on the evening of
October 31 drew a great crowd. As high as
64 numbers were called for one dance."

The Twentieth Century:

In the period before World War I the
county population had leveled off at
about 17,000. The rush of newcomers was
slowed and it was time for the
establishment of many new social and
business institutions in the county. Fad
dances were beginning to take over the
national scene: The Bunny Hug, Grizzly
Bear, Turkey Trot, Kangaroo-Dip. They no
doubt made their appearance at the
Montgomery County halls and pavilions.
Vernon and Irene Castle were married in
1911 and they soon won the hearts of
Americans with the sophistication and
elegance they brought to new dances. They
popularized the Hesitation Waltz, the
Castle Walk and Maxie--also called the
Brazilian Tango. A little dance step in
the Ziegfeld Follies of 1913 became a
hit. Harry Fox’s new trotting step was
part of that show and the foxtrot became
a most enduring dance style.
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In Montgomery County the Firemen and
Militia sponsored balls that made the
news. A March 1907 account reports more
than 600 tickets were sold in Red Oak for
the anniversary ball of the Red Oak Fire
Department.

A January 1914 newpaper told of the
Armory dance in Villisca with music
furnished by the Dunn Orchestra and the
notation, "It is the purpose of the
management to hold these dances every two
weeks." In March of that year the
following item was printed, "The last
farmers dance of the season will be held
at the Armory March 19th and will be in
the shape of a masquerade. Only rural
residents will be entitled to dance
although visitors may sit in the balcony
and watch the fun, a small charge of 10c
being made to help out on the expense.
About 70 couples attended the dance last
Thursday evening. Music was furnished by
Dunn’s Orchestra."

There was something new on the scene
in October of 1914. There was a dance
sponsored by the National Guard, then
called Company "F", at the Amory in
Villisca with music furnished by an
Edison diamond point disc machine.

In 1913 a popular summer destination,
developed by the McGreer family, was
called Hawkins Park. This was an
amusement area built on farm land south
of Red Oak near Coburg. The railroad from
Red Oak to Shenandoah ran near the park.
By this time railroads connected every
sizeable community in the county which
made transportation to and from Hawkins
Park convenient. Geraldine Long, a
resident in the county since moving here
as a child in 1907, remembers that she
could leave Red Oak at 8 in the morning,
spend the day and then return in the
evening. There were rides, horse racing,
swimming and dancing at the park. The
dance pavilion was built in 1913 and was
popular until the park closed in 1917 at
the time of World War I.

Another summer pavilion in the early
part of the century was that at Riverview
Park at the North Mill, which was located
on the Nishnabotna river just north of



Red Oak. Geraldine Long tells of going
there as a little girl with her brother
Butch Kline. She says, There the mill
(dam) backed up the river and we had
boating and you could swim, and there was
a dance pavilion. I couldn’t go to the
dances, that was when I was little but I
got to go with my older brother and his
girl friend and another couple. They
would drive a little old spring wagon
with the back end cleared. I can remember
sitting there in the back end with my
legs dangling and I could watch.

Butch Kline had a band that played
for dances. Win and Fred Barnes were in
the band. Sometimes they would go to the
overhead bridge on the railroad track.
Long says, They'd get up there and start
playing and the first thing you know,
couples would gather round and square
dance up on the bridge.

Possibly inspired by the Castle’s new
dance step, the Tango, Red Oak High
School students did a little secretive
practice according to a story in the
first edition of The Tornado (March 1914)
a slim publication put out by Red Oak
High School students. Telling of a
Freshmen class party, the reporter says,
"Mr. Williams caught Welch Pogue and
Grace Hewitt practicing the tango in the
boys cloak room to music radiating from
Vergil’s new bright hued cap" (no
explanation available about "the cap").

World War I changed America. When the
men came home a new era of music and
dance was underway. In this county
American Legion Posts were established in
many communities and these organizations
and their club rooms were social centers
in the years that followed. Dancing was a
part of the activities of post members
through the next four decades. During the
20s the popularity of radio and movies
brought more music and dance to the
county. Jazz music became the successor
to ragtime and some thought this music
was an especially bad influence on the
young people.

In June of 1925 the Express reported
"Workmen broke the dirt in the American
Legion park this morning for the new
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dance pavilion to be erected by L.D.
Whitington under a lease granted by the
park commission. The building will be
erected at an approximate cost of $3,000.
The building will be 48 by 88 feet. It
will be complete with porches, check room,
refreshment stand and side windows that
swing out to make an open pavilion. Civic
organizations and groups will be
permitted to use the pavilion for
entertainments and balls upon payment of
a small vrental fee. Mr. Whitington
expects to conduct regular dances on
Wednesday and Saturday nights. The
building is to be Tlocated just west of
the swimming pool and north of the
grove."

The Express of July 1, 1926 reported
"A carnival dance at the Uwanta dance
pavilion will be held Monday night.
Horns, confetti and noise makers will be
distributed." This was the name of the
pavilion until the Legion bought it. The
Legion had been holding dances in the
Armory and called it "Rainbow Gardens
Ballroom." They continued to operate the
"Gardens" in the winter and in the summer
had the "Rainbow Gardens Pavilion".

In 1927 the Legion purchased the
pavilion from Whitington for $4000. It
was enlarged and additional seating
capacity was added. The platform on the
dance floor was removed and a shell
installed. About the opening the newly
remodeled pavilion in April of 1928, the
newspaper says, "The first official
opening of the American Legion Dance
Pavilion will be celebrated Wednesday
evening when the dance board sponsors a
big prize drawing and brings Pat Kroh and
his Peony Park Orchestra here as a
feature dance orchestra. A new 1928 Ford

roadster will be given away at the
dance."
A news item in 1929 said, "On the

second night of the opening (of the
Rainbow Pavilion in Legion Park) the
Legion will give away its seventh car,
*The Challenger Essex Coach’".

The Hotel Johnson in Red Oak for many
years had boasted of fine dining. It was
the place where special celebrations and



dress affairs were often held. In January
1928 the Hotel instituted a Friday
evening dinner dance with a six piece
orchestra which played from 6:30 to 9 PM
for dancing.

The year 1925 saw the construction of
a new restaurant and dance hall in Morton
Mills, one of the smaller settlements in
the north east corner of the county. It
was 40 by 90 feet with the restaurant in
front and a hall at the rear. The first
dance was given in the hall in November
of 1925.

A popular rural dance hall north of
Red 0Oak was in the 1little Wales
community. Carlos Merrick, who lived in
the Elliott area tells of the times when
he was in High School. Merrick and his
friends danced at the Wales Hall in the
years 1925-1928. There was a large ball
room, he says, and they always had a band
or orchestra, maybe 10 or 12 pieces with
men and women soloists. "I remember that
we danced the ’Toddy’. I don’t suppose
anyone remembers that. It was after the
Bunny Hug and the Castle Walk. They
played all the popular music."

Some of Merrick’s favorite songs were
"When I was a Student at Cadiz",
"Moonlight and Roses" and "Together We
Two." The soloists were using a megaphone
when they performed, Merrick remembers.
Rudy Valee had made the megaphone for
singers especially fashionable.

The Wales Hall, built in the fall of
1906 was located on the community’s one
main street. It was a large frame
building, 1it by electric Tlights, and
with indoor plumbing. There were chairs
or benches all around but no tables or
refreshment areas. "We just went there
and danced," Merrick said.

In Villisca the announcements of
Company "F" hint of some of the social
changes that the ’20s were bringing. The
Review reports, "The Villisca dance club
wishes to announce...that the dances
which they are running are to be carried
on in the most proper manner possible.
Absolutely no improper dancing is allowed
on the floor at any time, and any
intoxicated person will be refused
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admittance." (No mention is made of the
Charleston which was a popular dance of

the period. Whether this was an
"improper" dance with its youthful
abandon, shimmy and shake isn’t clear

from the news item. Years of prohibition
in  Montgomery County didn’t stop
widespread use of alcoholic beverages
which were supplied by entrepreneurial

bootleggers here as elsewhere in the
nation).
A well attended street dance took

place in Villisca during July of 1929.
The crowd was estimated at 1,000 people
for a free pavement dance and band
concert at the Tyler Bros. factory (a
soft drink bottler) which was given in
celebration of the new pavement on Fifth
Street. Tylers gave away more than 1,000
bottles of Coca-Cola. "Music was
furnished by Mrs. Roy Bowman’s orchestra
for the dancers who indulged in round and
square dancing until 1:00 AM."

Later that year another free pavement
dance, "A Night In Paris" was sponsored
by the Villisca American Legion Post.

The ’30s -

The arrival of the depression in the
’30s, and the drought that devastated the
county’s farmers were overriding events
of the period. More radio programing and
more sophisticated movies brought the new
music and dancing styles to the county.
And the dedicated dancers of the county
danced away the years. Annual military
balls and firemen’s balls stay in the
news through the decade. Bess Bowman’s
orchestra played at the Jones Amusement
hall in Grant in 1938. The Morton Mills
amusement hall came down in 1937 only ten
years after its opening.

Big name bands became popular nation
wide. Duke Ellington played "It Don’t
Mean A Thing If it Ain’t Got that Swing"
and fast dancing was a national craze.
Tommy and Jimmy Dorsey formed bands and
played their theme "I’m getting
Sentimental Over You" in 1934. Montgomery
County dancers swayed to "Marie" and
Jitterbugged to "Boogie Woogie". Glenn
Miller (born in Clarinda) organized his



first band in 1937, and soon Bob and Ray

Eberly from Shenandoah become Tlead
singers. Artie Shaw was playing his
memorable "Begin the Beguine". Benny

Goodman was heard across America on the
radio and in 1937 won a national poll as
the best band.

More and better cars meant that the
young people could make a trip to Peony
Park in Omaha for the grandest occasions.
Carlos Merrick remembers a time when he
danced to the Paul Whiteman Band which
had brought an extremely large crowd to
Peony Park.

The dance halls and pavilions were
filled with the new music called "swing."
Some were doing the Lindy Hop named after
famed pilot Charles Lindberg. The Lindy
Hop was the first "break away" dancing.
The young women did not hug their
partners as in the Grizzly Bear or Turkey
Trot. Boys and girls improvised their own
steps with the freedom to move and
"swing". The clothes that this required
were short skirts for the girls and loose
fitting pants for the boys. Sweet music
was also an important part of this era
with the big band sound. Dressing in long
gowns in a style set by Ginger Rogers was
a wonderful way to enjoy the new dance
music.

Two people who grew up in this county
during this century are Ralph and Louise
Herron of Red Oak. Both graduated from
High School in the ’20s and Toved to
dance. Their special memories include
dances at the Odd Fellows Hall, and the
annual Firemen’s Ball which packed the
Armory. They recall that big name bands
such as Paul Whiteman, Les Brown and
Lawrence Welk played in Red Oak.

Janis Roll Peterson’s childhood was
spent in a home where the parents were
Swedish Lutheran in Stanton during the
*30s. She remembers that her father loved
to dance. She says, "I would stand on
his tip toes and we would two step all
over the house. Mother liked to dance,
too, but due to her strict Swedish
Lutheran upbringing, waltzing around the
kitchen while preparing meals was about
all she allowed herself to do." Peterson
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writes, "We lived a couple of doors away
from the High School Gymnasium and when
Pete Kuhl and his Orchestra played we
could sit on our front porch and hear the
music.” One year her father asked if she
would go with him. "It was a lovely
evening," she recalls. She attributes her
father’s love of dancing and to his being
a "man of the world" to his service as a
doughboy in World War I when he was in
Paris at the war’s end.

The *40s -

The teenagers of the '40s engaged in
swing dancing with characteristic
abandon. Girls and boys wore saddle
shoes, and "bobby sox" became the
description for a generation of
adolescents. Jitterbug was the name given
the fast dancing, and all the young were
doing it.

The war affected the big bands as
many lost players to the services. Top
songs heard on radios and Jjuke boxes

included "We Three", "Careless",
"Frenesi", “The Hut Sut Song" and
"Elmer’s Tune." Glenn Miller’s band
become a favorite with "In the Mood",

"Tuxedo Junction" and "Chattanooga Choo
Choo". In 1942 Miller, like millions of
other American men, Jjoined the armed
services and formed an Air Force Band. In
December 1944 his plane disappeared over
the English Channel and the American
public lost a hero.

In 1941 there was a series of dances
reported in the Express. August 26, at
Oak Hi1l country club "Mr. and Mrs. R.J.
Swanson and Mr. and Mrs. M.D. Lomas will
chaperon the ’Teenage members’ at a
dancing party at the club house." October
27, a party at Dreamland was reported;
on November 12, "Jimmy Dale and his
orchestra played at the Melody Club in
Elliott." On November 20 there was
reported the Hospital Benefit Dance at
the Armory. A news article of 4 December
1941 said that the Letter Club (Red Oak
High School) discussed an upcoming party,
a banquet followed by a dance sometime
during the Christmas vacation. The same
jssue of the Express told of a dance at



the I0OF Hall with ‘"our regular
orchestra, Robin Aces" and at the Red Oak
Armory, an evening with Johnny Dickson
and his band was available for 55¢ per
person.

In Red Oak, Lovet’s Ice cream Shop,
owned by "Pop" Barnes was the place to
have ice cream, a coke and dance to the
latest hit records on the juke box. Lynn
Adams of Red Oak writes about his mother,
Gertrude Adams, who worked at Lovet's as
he was growing up. He says, When the war
years came, many a service man returning
home on leave would make one of his stops
a visit to Lovet’s for a malt and a dance
with "Gertie."

Teens growing up in Stanton as the
decade ended would take the juke box from
the first floor restaurant on the main
street of the town, carry it upstairs to
the Legion Hall, play its records and
Jitterbug to their heart’s content
recalls Bob Johnson, a long time Stanton
resident.

On July 1, 1943 the Express reported
plans for the Fourth of July celebration
which included two big bands, the feature
attraction, Jack Ross and his 10 piece
orchestra direct from Chermont Ballroom
in Omaha. The 1944 July Fourth dawn dance
advertised "Basie Givens orchestra, a
famous band of negro musicians playing
from Midnight Monday and for the Tuesday
PM and evening dance." On October 12
there was notice of a dance at the IOOF
(Odd Fellows) Hall on Friday the 13th
with the Monte Carlo Entertainers. On New
Years Night, January 1, 1945 there was a
dance at the Armory with Basie Given and
his orchestra under the auspices of Co.
"K". The Firemen’s Ball of that year
(February 15) began at 9 PM. The
advertisement says "professional
entertainment from Omaha have been
engaged. "

In the ’20s, ’30s, and ’40s night
life with dancing, often with drinking
and gambling was enjoyed in local "clubs"
and night spots. Gambling was not legal
in the county but it persisted
nonetheless. Prohibition ended in 1933
and liquor stores were opened in most
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cities and towns. Beer parlors and
taverns flourished.
Some of the disapproval leveled at

dancing over the years was as often aimed
at the environment in which people were
dancing as at dancing itself. A 23 July
1945 Express article told of seven cafes
which were raided and closed for having
gambling devices. These were also the
location of some of the public dance
floors.

The *50s and beyond -

The ’50s saw the decline of the big
bands; ballrooms and pavilions closed.
Television began to make a change in the
social life of the country. Young dancers
learned new ways to dance to "Rock and
Rol1" and the Elvis music which hit the
nation like an earthquake. Young people
liked solo dancing which was their
preferred style in the ’60s and ’70s.
High Schools sponsored sock hops,
homecoming dances, and special proms.
Teen dances were held at the Legion
building, or sometimes in neighboring
towns such as Shenandoah’s Rose Park
where rock and roll, and uninhibited
amplifiers provided the new music for the
solo dancing crowd.

Dancing styles may have changed but
the most dedicated dancers continued to
find a way to enjoy themselves and the
familiar dance steps. The Firemen’s Ball
in Red Oak celebrated its diamond jubilee
on Washington’s birthday in 1953. Dick
Mango and his orchestra played, and Annie
Malony, the daughter of Mrs. Verni Combs
was a vocalist with the band. The
Hospital Benefit Ball was quite a social
affair.

The Lorraine Post of the American
Legion moved from their upstairs hall on
the Red Oak Square into a new building on
the county fair grounds in 1955. With a
membership larger than ever before due to
the return of the World War II service
men, and with revenue provided by some
busy slot machines, the club completed
its new post home in September. As could
be expected, members celebrated with a
dance featuring the Mal Dunn Orchestra.



The new concrete block building was 100
by 60 feet. It remained the post home for
just fourteen years. Legion membership
grew older, their numbers smaller and the
building became a burden. They sold it
and it became a part of the County Fair
complex of buildings, housing 4-H
exhibits instead of happy dancers.

In the late 1960s the Arthur Murray
studios played a part in the county’s
dancing history. Bonnie and LaVern
"Speed" Dickerson decided to take up
ballroom dancing and became students of
Arthur Murray in Omaha, Nebraska. Soon
they were skilled Arthur Murray Silver
Dancers. The Dickersons became our local
ballroom dance teachers and for nearly 20
years gave lessons to those who wanted to
enjoy dancing. The Dickersons started
their teaching careers as part of the
adult education classes in Southwestern
Community College. Their first students
were mostly school teachers and young
professionals in the local industries who
had never learned ballroom dancing. In
time, almost every age and interest group
were represented in their classes.
Teaching was done in homes and meeting
rooms in comunities as far away as
Tabor, Malvern, Carson, Shenandoah,
Stanton, Yorktown and Villisca.

The Dickersons always taught the
waltz, the polka and the fox trot. Then
as other steps became popular they would
teach such dances as the bump, country
dancing, the hustle, Texas two-step, and
Cha cha. Latin dances were never very
popular here, Bonnie Dickerson said,
though they occasionally taught the
rumba, or the tango. As teachers they
provided their own music for the lessons,
bringing a record player and the records
they needed for each lesson.

Bonnie and Speed Dickerson were not
only teachers, but always enjoyed just
dancing for their own pleasure. In the
’60s an elegant evening of dinner and
dancing was possible with the opening of
the Gold Crown Inn, a new restaurant-
night club in Red Oak. There was a nice
dance floor, a good place to have dinner
and a bar for the now legal drinking in
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Iowa. People could just go out for the
evening and have a good time. There was
often live music, generally a combo.
Disco dancing was soon the newest,
popular dance style. There was no dancing
club as in early days, but always a
friendly group who loved to dance. Long
skirts became fashionable and dressing up
for the evening was part of the fun.
During these years there was dancing at
the Elks Club, the Eagles Lodge and the
Red Oak Country Club on a fairly regular
basis. The Fourth of July dances held in
the Legion Park Hall were popular events.
Paul Moorehead was one of the popular
bands at the old Armory where the
Firemen’s balls were held.

Another well known couple on the
dance scene in Montgomery County were
Keith and Jackie Evans. They came to Red
Oak from Nebraska in 1950 so Keith could
establish an upholstery business. Soon
they became partners with Charles Wheeler
in the roller skating rink (the old 1920s
Legion Park dance pavilion). Keith went
to workshops to study dance and figure
skating about 1954 which led to his
interest in learning more about dancing.
The couple’s interest in square dancing
grew along with that of a group of local
young people. While old time square
dancing had a caller whose songs were
memorized by the dancers, the new Western
style square dancing had a language that
the caller used, leading the circles into
new and impromptu variations with his
singing or "patter." It made dancing more
interesting, a challenge for both dancers
and callers. Many couples were having
these dances in their homes using records
or like Charles and Norma Wilson, on
their patio. Since the Evans’ home was
not large enough, they invited the
dancers to the roller rink. This began a
second career of square dance calling and
square dance instruction. Evans traveled
seven states and as far as Chicago,
[11inois to call dances; he invested in
the sound systems and recordings needed.
He sold his half of the roller rink, and
devoted all his spare time to this
calling and dancing career. As a couple



they soon began teaching all kinds of
dancing, not just square dancing. They
taught the fox trot, also called the two
step, and Tess well known steps when
their audience wanted to learn.

Johnny Roth was a partner with Keith
Evans in the first western square dancing
in the county. The two called together
for two years. Roth’s career expanded and
took him from Nebraska to the east coast.
He wrote and recorded several singing
calls which he performed locally as well
as on the road. Lowell Schaaf of Elliott
also called dances with these men. Schaaf
has called for over 30 years and is still
calling square dances today.

In 1975 Evans stopped calling dances.
His doctor warned that his health could

not stand the fast pace his business and
his music career demanded. The Evanses
continued to teach dance classes, even
taking up instruction of Disco dancing at
the Gold Crown Inn for two years.

A1l through the years, however,
dancing has been a favorite pastime for
Jackie and Keith. They remember dancing to
music by the bands of Gib Krisinger,
Marion Peters, Clark Bailey, Lee Williams
and Johnny Leacox (the latter two were
brothers whose home was in Shenandoah). As
opportunities for dancing in Red Oak have
declined they, like many other faithful
ballroom dancers, have gone to Peony Park
in Omaha (now also closed) and still go to
ballrooms in Minden, Iowa, at the South
Omaha Eagles, and the Lincoln Pla-mor.

Red Oak square dancers: Left to Right: Mildred and Bryon Wielenman, Gwen and Gordon
Lary, Jackie and Keith Evans, Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Roth.: Photo: Mildred W eilenman
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A third well known local music
personality is Ivan Smith. Smith has
played for dances either alone or with a
small group since he was a very young
man. Now in his 8lst year after 60 years
or more of providing music for the
dancing public, he says, "I’d rather play
than eat." He learned to play by ear
using his father’s fiddle. He taught
himself to play an old fashioned pump
organ, an electric organ, a guitar and a
saxophone. For his first performance on
radio in Shenandoah he played "Dill
Picker Rag" about 1929.

Before he was married in 1934 Smith
always carried his guitar with him and
played whenever people gathered. His
first paid engagement for dancers was
with Guy Cornelison on the fiddle and
himself on the guitar at a house dance.
They started at 9 PM and played until
daylight, getting paid §1.50 each.

Smith was employed for 37 years by
lowa Power and Light and its
predecessors, but his music remained his
first love. There was always a group. For
20 years he played with his son Jerry,
Clark Bailey, and Doc Schram. Even today
he continues to offer music with other
local musicians for those who still love
to dance in his own building on West
Coolbaugh in Red Oak.

During these years, Smith recalls
house dances were always popular and his
music generally included a variety of
dance sets--a square dance, fox trots,
waltzes, polkas and sometimes a
schottische. He had one house dance in
his own home, Smith reports. He had
linoleum on the floor. The dance was for
square dancers, and they had gravel on
their shoes. As they danced around his
floor, they wore off the top of his
linoleum floor in a circle around the
room. It was then he decided that he
would not have house dances at his home.

There were many places to dance,
Smith says, not only at the Armory,
Legion Park, or local lodge halls, but
also at night spots in Tenville,
Dickeyville (east of Tenville), Bixlers
Park north of Corning, and in the early
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days at Biddick Hall northwest of Wallin
and at Morton Mills.

As we near the end of the 20th
Century and look back on our history, we
know that dancing has been a part of our
good times. Today the small community
centers in Climax, Coburg, Hawthorne,
Wales, Morton Mills, and Biddick have few
residents. Their meeting halls are
closed. In the towns the opera houses,
the upstairs meeting halls, the dance
pavilions are only memories. In Red Oak,
the national guard built a new Armory
west of town and its old building where
so many grand balls were held became a
furniture store. The old pavilion/ roller
rink burned in 1963, the Lorraine Post
Legion Club with its large dance floor
was turned over to the county fair board
in 1969. The Gold Crown Inn closed its
doors to dining in the ’80s.

In 1995 the firemen continue to host
an annual dance, but without the
excitement of the past. Even its 100th
anniversary ball came and went without
special celebration. The Hospital Benefit
is an enduring social occasion, but with
more diners than dancers. Ballroom
dancing is still a part of many public
celebrations. Bands make their appearance
at special occasions in the country clubs

and lodge halls. Nonetheless it is a
quiet time in our dance history. The
exhilaration of group dancing, the

nostalgia of folk dancing, the abandon of
fast dancing, the thrill of dancing
"cheek to cheek" seem to be good times
postponed, awaiting a generation to come.




BASEBALL

George Washington’s soldiers played a
kind of baseball at Valley Forge in 1778.
A standard set of rules was formulated in
1845, and interest in the game spread
rapidly. It was a favorite pastime with
service men during the Civil War and was
p;;yed in Montgomery County at least by
1870.

Baseball has been the most popular
and enduring team sport enjoyed by county
residents. Kittenball (an early form of
softball) and softball, for both men and
women, have added to the good times, but
have never generated the fanaticism
displayed by both players and spectators
of baseball.

Softball, a modified form of
baseball, was developed as an indoor
sport in 1887. In 1895 the game was

adapted for outside play. The Amateur
Softball Association began in 1933, and
it sponsored the formulation of official
rules. The term "kittenball" persisted in
this area until World War II.

While most players were amateurs, it
was not considered unfair if a good
player or two were hired to improve a
team. The practice was quite common; it
was expected that teams would hire as
much help as they could afford.

There was a small community of blacks
in Red Oak and they fielded a team for
several years after the turn of the
century.

Stanton took its baseball especially
seriously and in 1940 started an annual
baseball day which attracted good teams
and baseball celebrities. The 50th
anniversary was observed in 1990.

Every community in the county, and
some of the crossroads, played baseball
at some time, and the local newspapers
reported most of the games. Perhaps this
account will recall, for all the faithful
fans, those wonderful days of summer
which are gone forever.
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Baseball was different in the early
days. In April 1925 the Review printed an
article by D.A. Dickinson, who had been
an early resident of the county. He said:

"That was in the days when ball
players wore no gloves or mitts of any
kind to protect their hands and even the
catcher stood behind the bat without mask
or any kind of protection, receiving with
his bare hands the ball as it came from
the pitcher. That was in the days, too,
when the baseball rules required the
pitcher to deliver the ball with an
underhand throw, keeping his hand below
his shoulder during the entire movement.
It was just at the time the style of
delivery was changed from the old form in
which the ball was actually pitched by a
swinging motion of the arm parallel with
the body.

“...It was not for several years that
the style of pitching which came into
vogue that year gave way to the present
form of pitching when the rules were
changed allowing the pitcher to deliver
the ball to the batter in any fashion he
chose. With the old style pitching...it
was easy for a batter to hit a ball, and
it was not much of a ball game unless the
score by the winning team ran up 35 or 40
tallies. Sometimes the score keeper, who
kept a record of the game by making a
notch in a stick for each score, filled a
stick half a yard long with notches.

"But the newer styles of pitching cut
down the batting averages of the old time
players, and the advent of the catcher’s
mask, chest protector and gloves for all
players added much to the efficiency of
the players.

“The first baseball gloves were skin-
tight, one for each hand and with
covering for only half the length of the
fingers so they would not interfere in
throwing the ball."



Villisca -

A game of baseball was played in
Montgomery County in August 1870, when
the Clarinda Page County Democrat said,
"The two nines of the Aerial Baseball
Club of Villisca scooped out the two
nines of Corning on Thursday last."

In July 1871 the Farmers of Valley
Township, Page County, “knocked the socks
off" the Villisca Aerials, 26 to 49. So,
the enterprising Aerials talked the
Farmers into joining them in a new team
under the name of "Union Club". At the
Red Oak fair of 1871, the Union team
"heat all competitors". The score stood
Villisca, 63; Picked Nine, 18.

In 1872 the Review wrote, "Villisca
will never win a game with Corning until
they quit playing on Sunday." In 1875 the
Villisca team was the Quicksteps.

The ball diamond was in the city park
until 1876 when trees were planted there.
There probably was a ball field on the
flat south of town. It is uncertain just
when a diamond was laid out at the
fairgrounds.

Villisca held a tournament on the
Fourth of July 1878. The prize, a
rosewood bat and silver ball, went to
Clarinda; the Ninespots from Coburg were
second. In 1882 Villisca had an "out of
town" field so they could play on Sunday.
In 1886 they played "near the railroad
tracks" and at the "old fair grounds".

In 1887 the Villisca Sleepers met
only one defeat in the season. In 1889 it
was the Razzle Dazzles. A new team was
organized in 1896, and they were the
Villisca Blues. They were the Whites in
1898. In 1901 the Review said, "Villisca
has about the only good nine in this
section of the country." The Villisca Red
Sox were a "crack" team in 1904.

In 1909 F.P. Tyler leveled and
drained his ball field, and built a
grandstand. The Villisca team probably
played there until 1921, when a new
diamond was constructed north of town,
across the road west of the country club.
The Villisca Sleepers had a good team
that year. There was a team up through
1928, when Villisca won third place at a
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Red Oak tournament. By 1930 the Company
"F" team seemed to be the only Villisca
nine playing baseball; the Company team
was active at least through 1935.

No further record of a Villisca town
team was found until 1948 when a field
was laid out on the Redfield land at the
west edge of Villisca. That fall funds
were solicited for improving the old Tyler
field.

In February 1949 the Nodaway Valley
Amateur Baseball league was organized.
Villisca was second in 1950. They were
the West division winners in 1951.
Villisca didn’t do well in °’53, and
dropped out of the league.

No one was playing baseball at
Villisca in the late ’50s. A group of
teenage boys, most of them veterans of
country school baseball, started playing,
and soon others became interested. By
1961 the ball diamond was at the Enarson
school building.

Nodaway was still playing in the
Nodaway Valley League. In the mid-60s
Villica men started playing on that team.
The home games were played at Villisca.

A Villisca team played in 1977. They
played in the Southwest League in 1980.
In April 1981 a Villisca town team was
being organized. Apparently it wasn’t
:uc;gssfm as nothing more about it was
ound.

Villisca Soft Ball -

In 1933 a kittenball Teague played at
Tyler’s field. In July 1935 the Review
reported, "Villisca Takes Two Kittyball
Games From Red Oak." A kittenball diamond
was laid out in 1938 at the "south end of
the new recreational center". The field
didn’t have lights, so the Villisca
Barnstormers played under the lights of
the football field.

The teams didn’t seem to last; one
was organized in 1958. The Villisca
Merchants, organized in 1967, joined the
Southern lowa Softball League and
tournaments were held in Villisca in 1968
and '69. On July Fourth and fifth 1980 a
16-team double elimination slow-pitch
softball tournament was held in Villisca.



Villisca Women’s Softball -
A women’s softball team was organized
in 1977. It played at least through 1982.

Sciola -
Sciola was playing baseball by
October 1871 when the Villisca Jowa

Mercury reported, "At the Villisca Fair
...Union BBC of Villisca best baseball
club; Pioneer BBC of Sciola second..."

In 1880, Sciola played in the Mayhew
pasture, north of Sciola. By 1887 they
were playing on Bolt Tland west of the
river. In 1896, the Sleeper’s diamond was
on John Gourley's land, "on condition
there be no playing on Sunday". The

Sciola Professionals played in Judd
Mayhew’s pasture in 1899.
In July 1904 the Express said,

"Sciola - The farmers laid off last week
on account of the wet weather. Not so the
baseball boys however. They took the
scalps of the Frankfort-Stanton combine
without trouble at all--merely a work-
out, score 36 to 4. On Friday they went
to Villisca to play a match game with the
Red Sox, the Crack (?) team of that
place. They were true to their name, for
they "walloped" Villisca in good shape.
The city boys tried to make a kick on the
umpire, but the real grievance was that
they had been worsted by a few farmers in
blue overalls and plowshoes who carried
off all their money at odds of 5 to 3.
Next!"

The Sciola Wallopers made history
that summer. They were beaten once, but
Villisca had to hire a pitcher, catcher
and first baseman from Burlington to do
it. There was a Sciola team through the
"teens, then in the early 20s Sciola men
played on the Mill Grove team.

Red Oak -

Red Oak was probably playing baseball
by the early 1870s, but no fimm record
was found until June 1875 when the
Express said, "The ’Nishna Valleys’ are
composed of young business men, and the
"Silver Stars" are young lads...dubbed
the ’Infants’. Their grounds at the foot
of Coolbaugh street are complete..." In
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1876 the team was the Hesperian Club.
"There hasn’t been an organized baseball
club in the city this season," complained
the Express in 1879.

In August 1911 the Council Bluffs
Nonparei] wrote, "It was on July 4, 1881,
that the Council Bluffs Quicksteps had
one of the hottest games in their history,
against Red Oak. Council Bluffs won 10 to
8...Horace Deemer was pitching for Red
Oak. He had taken his team for a Tong
string of victories...Deemer had an out
curve that was the boast of many loyal
fans in his town..."

The Dynamiters were playing in 1884,
In 1885 the new grounds were one block
west of the old ones. The new uniforms
were gray and black with the monogram
"R.0." on the breast. In 1886 the ball
park was enclosed with a ten-foot fence
and an "amphitheater" built. Years later
a story was told that the boards of the
fence had many knotholes in them, through
which the younger generation took in the
games.

In 1887 the mayor ordered Sunday
playing to stop. In June ’87 the Sun
noted, "Court adjourned on Friday to take
in the ball game." Red Oak joined the
Southwestern Iowa Base Ball league, and
then withdrew. In ’88 the Black Stocking
team was organized. In 1894 it was the
Black Diamonds ball club. In 1895 the
team was playing at Pactolus Park.

In June 1900 the Express said, "It
has been years since Red Oak had a good
ball team." The ball club incorporated in
1903, and rejoined the Southwestern Iowa
Base Ball league. In 1906 it was reported
that a fine ball park was fixed up just
west of town. Also, that year a black
club was playing; the team continued for
several years. In 1907 a Red Oak paper
said, "Red 0Oak has eight or nine
different teams."

In February 1907 the Express said,
"Indoor Baseball is becoming a national
game...the ball used is a hollow one
about 17 inches in circumference and the
stick...is a small one about two and a
half feet long and about one and a half
inches thick. It takes a tremendous smash



to knock the ball the 1length of the

Armory...The pitcher must throw an
underhand ball..."
A four-team baseball Tleague was

formed in Red Oak in 1909. The White Sox
were organized in 1911. In 1914 the Red
Oak team played in the Arnold pasture
west of town. A ball field was made at
the southwest corner of the Chautauqua
grounds in the fall of 1915, and in 1916
there was a diamond at Hossle’s farm.

There was a baseball diamond at
Riverview Park in 1914 and ’15. The park
had its own ball team.

In 1914 there was a Twilight league
game ‘“practically every evening" at
Pactolus park. In 1922 that diamond was
described as "needing work"; the Twi-
1ight league had moved to the Chautauqua
diamond. The Tuttle flying field diamond,
north of Legion park, was still being
used. A new ball field was made west of
the old north mill. In 1923 the American
Legion laid out a diamond on the Hossle
farm. In 1924 the Courthouse Rats were
playing.

In September 1927, Red Oak’s "first
annual baseball tournament" was held at
Chautauqua park, with $375 in prize
money. For a time Red Oak didn’t seem to
have a town team. When one was needed, a
team was picked from the better players
in the twilight league and called the
A11-Stars. Occasionally a Twi-light club
played an out of town team. In the spring
of 1928 a new community athletic field
was built at the north edge of Legion
Park; it included a baseball field. A new
diamond was built at Chautauqua park in
1930.

The Legion spent several hundred
dollars improving the diamond and
erecting bleachers at Legion park; they
sponsored a city team. The diamond was
dedicated and the first game played by
the new team Memorial week-end, 1930. In
1934 the Al1-Stars were second in the
Southwestern Iowa Baseball tournament.

In 1935 the American Baseball
Congress announced plans for amateur base
ball tournaments on district, state and
national levels. Red Oak was one of the
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district sites in '35, ’36 and ’37. In
37, drastic changes were made in the
rules and only four teams were eligible
for the Red Oak tourney. Stanton won in
35 and ’37, with Emerson the 36 winner.

The WPA did a lot of work on the

Legion park ball field in 1937. The
diamond was raised about a foot. New
uniforms were purchased in 1938, but

there was no team in ’39. In 1940 the Red
Oak Boosters team was organized; they
played in ’41.

In 1946 Red Oak won class B honors at
the Council Bluffs tourney. The new $8000
lighting system on the baseball field was
dedicated the first of August 1947. In
April 1948 the Red Oak club was named the
Red Sox. Red Oak became a member of the
Tall Corn League in ’48, and in ’49 won
the league championship.

In November 1950 Lorraine Post
American Legion purchased the assets of
the baseball grounds at the Legion park.
The Legion sponsored the ball team in
*51, In 1952 the Red Sox Jjoined the
Southwest Iowa League. They played in
that league at least through 1958. There
was a Legion team in 1963.

In the 1 May 1980 issue, the Express
said, "After a lapse of many years, town
team baseball returns to Red Oak this
season with the Red Oak A’s, sponsored by
the Chamber of Commerce Ambassadors." The
semi-pro Ambassadors were accepted in the
Southwest Iowa Amateur Baseball League.

The team won the league championship
in 1980 and again in ’81. That year they
finished second in the league tournament,
won the NBC Western Iowa District
Tournament and placed second in the NBC
State Tournament, earning a trip to the
National Tournament in Wichita.

A matching-funds grant made possible
the installation of new steel and
aluminum bleachers at the Legion ball
park in the fall of 1980.

In 1982 the name of the team was
changed from Ambassadors to the Red Sox.
They won the National Baseball Congress
District Tournament and took second in
the state tourney; they played in the
N.B.C. National Tournament at Wichita.



In 1983 the Sox compiled a 37-18
record. The players came from colleges
and universities in nine states.

The Red Oak team became members of
the Jayhawk League in 1984. The Red Sox
won the 1985 N.B.C. state tournament, and
were consolation winners in the National
tournament in 1987. In 1996 the Red Sox
Jjoined the newly-chartered MINK League.
(Missouri - Iowa-Nebraska-Kansas)

In the ’80s the Red Sox sponsored
baseball camps in neighboring towns,
tutoring kids in baseball skills.

Red Oak Softball -

A Red Oak team was playing in July
1935. In 1937 Red Oak joined the Amateur
Softball Association of America. Also in
’37, a local softball league was formed
with eight teams, and improvements were
made on the Chautaugua field. Lights were
installed at the diamond in 1945. In the
early ’50s the Red Oak VFW club won the
district tournament of the Amateur
Association.

At least by 1961 Red Oak was playing
in the Southwest Iowa Softball league. In
1980 1ighting was improved at the
Chautauqua grounds.

Ball players are dedicated people. In
July 1981 rain had made the field too
soft for the scheduled Men’s Softball
League games. Larry Turner, member of one
of the Teague teams, brought his
helicopter to blow-dry the field. The
games proceeded as planned.

Red Oak Women's Softball -

In August 1938 and again in 1939 Red
Oak was host to the annual Western Iowa
State Semi-Final Girls’ Softball
Tournament. Red Oak was playing in the
mid-70s and in June 1980 entered two
teams in the District 5 Women’s Fast
Pitch Softball tournament at Red Oak.
Grant Township -

In March 1876 the Express said, "The
boys from Grant township and the boys
from West township played a game of
baseball on Saturday...in Joe Farren’s
pasture..." In 1878 they played Clarinda.
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Sometimes the team was called Grant
Center. They were playing during the
1890s and the early 1900s. In the ’teens
they played at Hawkins park. In 1925 the
Express said, "Baseball Sunday May 10-
American Legion vs. Grant Township
Clodbusters. One half mile south of Grant
Center school.”

Grant -

The first recorded game at
Milford/Grant took place in March 1876,
when the Milford club defeated Wolf
Ridge/Wallin.

Houser schoolhouse news of September
1887 said, "We have a new baseball nine."
The team was known as the Beardless Nine.
Several of the young men were from the
Houser area, but they played on the
Milford field. The Sun reported in August
1894 that Milford "now has a baseball
nine".

In November 1898 Milford defeated
Lincoln Center 20 to 0. The Express said,
"...all vresulting from the thorough
training given by Amos Paulin".

The Tenville news in August 1902
reported that the Milford boys had
discovered that they couldn’t play ball
for the score was Tenville 24; Milford
12.

The Elliott Graphic predicted that
the 1905 Grant team would be one of the
best in southwest Iowa. "They are
skinning a diamond and putting it in good
shape. They have ordered new uniforms."

In June 1906 Frank Smith donated to
the Milford baseball team the use of his
pasture north of the creek for a ball
field, "on condition that they will not
play ball on Sunday or on the occasion of
any religious or memorial occasion".

Grant won their own tournament in
September 1907. They played at all
reunions and homecomings. In August 1913
the Review reported that Villisca "was
defeated by the Grant Maneaters".

By 1914 the ball field was across the
road east of the mill. Home plate was at
the northeast corner of the field, and
they batted to the southwest. In June of
that year, the Grant and Villisca teams



were threatened with arrest if they
played on Sunday. They played anyway, and
the result was a town vote on the
question. Sunday ball was approved.

At the 1915 Homecoming Red Oak and
Grant played for 15 innings, and ended in

a tie, 2 and 2. There was also a game
between two girls’ teams. They were
uniformed in short skirts and sailor
Jackets.

Grant was playing in 1919. In 1920
Villisca won a tournament played at the
Donoho pasture south of town. That
diamond was used all through the *20s and
early '30s. During the middle ’30s some
games were played on a diamond at the
south edge of town, just west of US 7I.
By the fall of 1935 the ball field was
back across from the mill, with home
plate at the southwest corner. In 1936
the Grant team was sponsored by the
Chevrolet Garage.

Grant had a team through 1944. In ’46
the returning servicemen organized a club
which played at the Donoho pasture. In
'47 a tournament was held in which six
teams competed.

In 1948 the Grant American Legion
purchased the site across from the mill
and rebuilt the diamond. The new American
Legion park was dedicated Sunday 30 May
1948.

In February 1949 the Nodaway Valley
Amateur baseball league was organized. In
September the Corning Free-Press reported
that Grant had captured the league play-
off championship.

In September 1950 the Sun said,
"Frank (Hop) Kenworthy will be ’king for
a day’ Sunday when the town and hundreds
of baseball players observe 'Hop Day’ in
honor of the old-time baseball star and
manager of Grant clubs for many years.
There will be a reunion of old-time
baseball players and thus far responses
have been received from several hundred
...A plaque will be presented to ’Hop’
along with a lifetime pass to all Grant
baseball games."

In ’51 Grant was fourth in the
Nodaway Valley league. In May 1952 Grant
news stated that local merchants would
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purchase new suits for the Indians. Grant
didn’t have a team in 1953, but must have
been playing in ’56. In 57 the Review
said that Elliott was using members of
"Grant’s last year’s team".

Grant Softball -

Grant had a softball team in 1938
when it was still called kittenball. They
probably played off and on for years. At
least by 1970 they had a fast pitch
softball team. That team played for a few
years.

The Grant Country Boys were playing
softball in 1976. In June 1977 men
organized a slowpitch softball team. They
hosted tournaments in '82 and ’86.

In May 1989 the Review said, "The
Grant Boars ball team will be having a
free breakfast on Memorial Day at the
Fire station." That became an annual
tradition. The team played in 1992; that
was the last year.

In 1995 some of the former team
members decided that it would be fun to
play again, so they invited some
neighboring towns to send teams to a
tournament on 26 August. Griswold and
Lyman came, and two teams from Corning.
It was reported that they had a great
time--until the next morning, when they
decided they were too old for that sort
of thing.

Grant Women’s Softball -

Grant had a women’s team in the late
’30s. In 1948 two teams were organized,
and they played for a few years. In 1970
a team was formed and in 1972 Grant
businessmen furnished uniform shirts for
the team. They played at least through
1977.

Coburg -

The Coburg Nine Spots won second
place at a tournament held at Villisca on
the Fourth of July 1878. In September
1884 the Coburg news said, "Coburg has
one thing they can brag on and that is a
base ball club. They will play any
amateur club in Southwestern lowa. They






