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HITE

1:1 Hans Jost (or Joist) Hite, (Heid, Heydt, Heyt, and so on) is said to have been
a wealthy nobleman of Alsace, Germany, who sold his estates and fled to Holland

because of religious persecution. But the place or date of his birth hasn't been
found. It has been established that he came from Strasburg, Germany, to Kingston,
New York, in 1710, on his own ship, the brigantine Swift, and the schooner Friend-

ship, bringing with him sixteen German and Dutch families as tenants for the lands
he intended to acguire.

The name Jost Heite appears frequently in the records of Kingston during the seven
years of his residence there. He was a fur trader. Documents from that period
show that he was well-educated and a skilled penman.

By 1717, Hite and his party were settled on a large tract of land at Germantown,
Pennsylvania. But some questions arose concerning the title to these holdings,

so they were exchanged for land on the Schuylkill River, at the mouth of Perkiomen
Creek. There Hite built a mill and introduced weaving. He bought and sold land,

opened up farms, and became prominent in local affairs. Some of his transactions
were with William Penn.

In 1729, Hite became interested in tales of a fabulous new land west of the moun-
tains, called the Shenandoah Valley. It was inhabited only by Indians, and Gover-
nor Spotswood was offering great inducements to settlers. Hite purchased 40,000
acres from John and Isaac Van Meter, dated 5 August, 1731, and known as the Van
Meter Grant. Terms of the agreement called for the settlement of 40 families on
the land within two years. Then on 31 August, 1731, Hite and Robert McKay (or
McCoy) received an order of the Governor and Council at Williamsburg to have sur-
veyed to them 100,000 acres on the west side of the Great Mountain, on condition
of locating 100 families thereon within a two year period.

On 12 June, 1734, an order of Council was made stating that Hite had made due
proof of compliance with the terms of the grant, but that same year saw the be-
ginning of litigation between Hite and Lord Fairfax over title to the land; this
suit continued during Hite's lifetime, and after fifty years, was won by his heirs.

Jost settled on the Opequon River, six miles south of present-day Winchester, where
the Great Road crossed that stream. He erected a stone house on the west side of
the road, and also a small mill. He built a stone fort on the east side, where
many neighboring families found refuge during Indian alarms.

When the Hites first came to the Valley, it was in Spottsylvania County. That
Court was too remote to serve the needs of the new settlements, and Jost was in
the front of a movement to secure the erection of a new County. In 173%, Orange
County was organized, but again Hite pressed for a Court to be located in his
settlements. So in 1742, Frederick County Court was organized at Winchester. In

1772, Shenandoah County (originally called Dunmore) was formed, and included some
of the Hite family.

Jost married, first, in Holland, Anna Maria Du Bois; died 1738; daughter of Louis
Du Bois, a French Huguenot and refugee to Holland from Wicres, and a descendant
of Macquaire Du Bois, Count De Roussy, A. D. 1110. Jost married, second, 1741 (or
1745), Maria Magdalena ( ) Nuschwanger, widow of Christian.



George Bowman, Paul Froman and Jacob Chrisman, the Hite sons-in-law, were allowed

to select the sites for their homesteads from the original tracts, and Jost gave
them deeds or grants for the land.

Jost died in 1760; his will, made 25 April, 1758, was recorded in 1761, in Frede
erick County, Winchester, Virginia:

veessseess Item: I Give and Devise To my Sons, John Hite, Jacob Hite, Isaac
Hite, Abraham Hite, And to the Heirs of my Son Joseph Hite Deceased (Viz)
John Hite, William Hite and Ann Hite, Sons and Daughter of my Sald Deceased "
Son, All my Estate, both Real and Personal, of whatsoever Nature or Quality,
and to their Heirs and assigns For Ever, To be Equally Divided betwixt them
as Soon as may be after my Decease ......... I appoint and Constitute my
Sons, John Jacob Isaac and Abraham Hite, my Executors of this my last Will
and Testament ...ceececcsnncas

JOST HEID

*H2:2 Mary Eite; b before 1710

*H2:3 John Hite

*¥H2:4 Elizabeth Hite; bp 4 Nov, 1711
*H2:5 Magdalene Hite; bp 13 Sept, 1713
H2:6 Jacob Hite

¥H2:7 Isaac Hite

H2:8 Abraham Hite

¥H2:9 Joseph Hite

SECOND GENERATION

H2:2 Mary Hite (Jost Hite H1:1); born before the Hites arrived in New York in 1710;
married about 1730, in Pennsylvania, George Bowman, a German. George and Mary were
members of the Hite colony that migrated from Pennsylvania to the Shenandoah Valley.
George chose a tract of land near the mouth of Cedar Creek, and established a home
there. Between 1751 and 1755, he built a substantial stone house. As early as
1753, George had a mill on Cedar Creek. George Bowman, Sr, made his will 3 Novem=
ber, 1764, recorded Frederick County, Virginia, Will Book No. 3, pages 4731-434,

"In the Name of God Amen I George Bowman of the County of Frederick, being of
Sound & perfect mind & memory thanks be to God for it Do this day make & pub-
lish this my Last Will & Testament in manner & form following Vizt:

IMPRIMIS: I give and bequeath to my well beloved Wife Mary Bowman One full
Third part of my moveable Estate.

ITEM: I also give and bequeath to my Said Beloved Wife Mary the Negroe fellow
Harry and the Negroe Wench Esther and their Increase her Natural Life and af-
ter her Decease my Will & Desire is that the said Negroe and Esther with their
increase be Appraised & Scld & the money Arising by Such Sale to be Equally
Divided Between my Children which are then Living.

ITEM: I give and Bequeath unto my son Jacob Bowman the Tract of Land which I
bought of William Linewell Containing Five Hundred Acres Lying and being on
Linewells Creek in the County of Augusta .......

ITEM: I give and Bequeath to my Son John Bowman the Tract of Land Which I



Bought of Jost Hite Containing Five Hundred Acres Lying and being on the said
Linewells Creek........

ITEM: I give and Bequeath to my Son Abraham Bowman One Hundred & Fifty Pounds
Current money Two Horses or Mares of the Value of Ten Pounds.......

ITEM: I give and Bequeath unto my Son Joseph Bowman One Hundred & Fifty Pounds
Current Money Two Horses or Mares of the Value of Ten Pounds each........

ITEM: my will & Desire is that the Tract of Land & Plantation Whereon I now
Live which Contains Seven Hundred & Twenty Acres be Divided in four Equal
parts which I give & bequeath in manner following Vizi: the House and Plan-
tation with the Land Joining theretc according to the Division I give to my
Son Isaac to be by him Possessed when he comes of Age with this Reserve only,
That it is my Will & Desire that my Well beloved Wife Mary, Shall Live there-
on and enjoy the same During her Natural Life, that part of the Said Tract
whereon the Mill is, I give to my Son George together with the Mill According
to the said Division. That Part of the said Tract Joining the Plantation Ac-
cording to the sd. Division I give to my Son Abraham, And the other Remaining
part I give to my Son Joseph to be by them Possessed when the(y) Come to Age.

ITEM: I give and bequeath unto my daughter Mary Stephens One Hundred Pounds
Current Money.

ITEM: I give and bequeath to my Daughter Elizabeth Ruddle One Hundred Pounds
Current Money.

ITEM: I give and Bequeath to my Daughter Sarah Right One Hundred Pounds
Current Money.

ITEM: I give and Begqueath unto my Daughter Reganer Dyeller One Hundred
Pounds Current Money.

ITEM: I give and Bequeath to my Daughter Rebecca Bowman One Hundred Pounds
Current Money Three Cows & Calves one Heifer Six Sheep and one Horse or Mare
of the Value of Ten Pounds.

It is my will & Desire also is that the Tract of Land Containing Three Hun-
dred & twenty Acres lying on Crooked Run in this County, The Tract of Land
Containing one Hundred Acres Lying on the North River of Sharrando and the
House and Half Lott of Ground in the Town of Winchester together with the out
Lott belonging to the Same be sold by my Said Executors to the best Advantage
Given......... the money Arising thereby Together with the money Arising by
the sale of the Rest & Residue of my Estate both Real & Personal not hereto-
fore mentioned Be Divided Equally between my Beloved Wife Mary and the sur-
viving part of my Children.

And further I Constitute & Appoint my sons Jacob and George Bowman and my
Son in Law Isaac Ruddle Executors of this my Last Will & Testament........

George Bowman
Thom. Wood

John Warth
Rebecca Bowman



H3:10 John George Bowman; b 27 Apr, 1732; d young

H3:11 John Jacob Bowman; b 2 Dec, 1733; killed 20 June, 1780, in battle of
Remson's Mill. He was a Captain and a noted Indian fighter. He was
first County Lieutenant of Kentucky, an office corresponding to that

- of Governor. He married Grizel Greenlee, who married (2) Gen. Charles
McDowell,
¥H3:12 Amma Maria (Mary) Bowman; b ¢ Nov, 1735

H3:13 Elizabeth Bowman; b 5 Jan, 1737; m Isaac Ruddel, an officer under Gen.
George Rogers Clark; they went to Kentucky.

H3:1% Johannes %John) Bowman; b 19 Dec, 1738; was a Colonel of Xy troops

H3:15 Sarah Bowman; b 9 Feb, 1741; m a Wright

H3:16 Regina Bowman; b 13 Jan, 1743; m Peter (probably) Deyerle

*43:17 Rebecca Bowman; b 25 Mar, 1745

H3:18 George Bowman; b 24 Mar, 1747; d 1769, apparently unmarried; was named
in father's will as one of the executors when 17 years of age.

H3:19 Abraham Bowman; b 16 Oct, 1749; was a Colonel in 8th Virginia Troops,
know as the German Regiment during the Revolution.

H3:20 Joseph Bowman; b 8 Mar, 1752; Major and second in command to Gen.
George Rogers Clark on the Vincennes expedition; died at Vincennes of
wounds 1 August, 1779; his interesting journal of this expedition is
in the possession of the Kentucky Historical Society.

H3:21 Catherine Bowman; b 16 Nov, 1754; d prior to 1764

¥3;22 Isaac Bowman; b 24 Apr, 1757

H2:3 John Hite (Jost Hite H1:1); some sources say he was born 1710, but no proof
has been given. John died 1792; married 1737, Sara Eltinge; b 6 Feb, 1715; daugh-
ter of Cornelius Eltinge and Rebecca Van Meter. John erected, in the 1750s, a fine
Colonial house, "Springdale", near Red Bud on the Opequon. In 1787 he built the
first brick house west of the Blue Ridge. He was a Vestryman in Christ's Episco-
pal Church, Winchester. He was prominent in civil affairs, holding several local
offices, and was a Colonel of the Frederick County Militia, distinguished for his
bravery during the Indian Wars.

H3:23 Anna Maria Hite; b 25 Dec, 1738; m John Taylor

H3:24 Rebecca Hite; m Charles Smith

H3:25 Margaret Hite; m Isaac Brown

H3:26 Elizabeth Hite; m (1) Major Hughes; m (2) Rev. E. Phelps
H3:27 John Hite, Jr; b 25 June, 1751

H2:4 Elizabeth Hite (Jost Hite H1:1); bp 4 Nov, 1711, Kingston, NY; m ca 1730,
Paul Froman, a Quaker. Elizabeth and Paul accompanied the Hite group to Virginia.
There Paul selected a large tract on the north side of Cedar Creek. He erected a
block house, with two acres enclosed by a stockade picket fence. In 1743, Paul
appeared in court and asked for a road to be opened from the county seat to his
house and settlement. Later the Fromans went to Kentucky.

H3:28 Sarah Froman; b 16 Nov, 1732; m John Overall

H3:29 Jchn Paul Froman; b 16 Oct, 1734%; m a Cartmell

H3:30 Maria Christina Froman; b 1 Mar, 1736

H3:31 Elizabeth Froman; b 18 May, 1738; 4 1780; m Nathaniel Cartmell III,
of "Homespun", Frederick County, Va.

H3:32 Jacob Froman; member of the Kentucky Convention, 1792

H2:7 Isaac Hite (Jost Hite Hi:1).

H3:33 Isaac Hite Jr; owned Bell Grove Plantation, near Middletown, Va; today
it is owned and operated by the National Trust for Historic Preservation.
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H2:9 Joseph Hite (Jost Hite H1:1); d before 27 Feb, 1757, when his widow and Jacob
Hite were appointed overseers of Joseph's estate.

H3:34% John Hite
H3:35 William Hite; went to Kentucky; had a large family
H3:36 Ann Hite; m Thomas Cartmell; went to Kentucky

THIRD GENERATION

H3:12 Amma Maria (Mary) Bowman (Mary Hite H2:2); b 9 Nov, 1735; d Frederick Co,
1820; m 1752, as his second wife, Lawrence Stephens, b ca 1722; d 1776; son of Peter
Stephens, Sr, and Maria Christina Rittenhouse.

H3:37 George William Stephens; b ca 175%; d 1789, unmarried

H3:38 Mary Stephens; b ca 1756; m an Earnest

H3:39 Sarah Stephens; b ca 1758; m a Bowman

H3:40 Adam Stephens; b ca 1760

H3:41 Jacob Stephens; b ca 1761

H3:42 Isaac Stephens; b ca 1763

H3:43 Joseph Lawrence Stephens; b 12 Apr, 1764; d 14 Fec, 1848, Ruddell's
Mills, Ky; m (1) 3 June, 1784, Nancy Shackleford; d 5 Aug, 1791; m (2)
12 Jan, 1792, Lucy Garrard. Joseph Lawrence was a Revolutionary soldier.

H3:17 Rebecca Bowman; (Mary Hite H2:2); b 25 Mar, 1745; m George Brinker

H3:44 Catherine Brinker; b 26 Dec, 1770; 4 7 Aug, 1838, near Stephens City,
Va; m 20 Feb, 1788, Lewis Stephens; b 23 Jan, 1767; 4 24 Jan, 1834.

H3:22 Isaac Bowman (Mary Hite H2:2); b 24 Apr, 1757; d 1826; m (1) Elizabeth
Catewood; m (2) Mary Chinn. Isaac was a Lieutenant in the Clark expedition; he
was captured by Indians in November, 1779. He was at first barbarously treated,
then the Chief wished to make him a son-in-law, so thereafter he lived with the
Indians as one of them until he escaped.

H3:45 Philip Bowman; m Isabtelle Richardson; moved to Indiana; had large family.
H3:46 Abraham Bowman; m an Overall

H3:47 Catherine Bowman; m Dr. Henry Richardson
H3:48 Joseph Bowman; b Elizabeth Bowman

H3:49 John Bowman; m a Williams

H3:50 Eliza Bowman; m Joseph Fauntleroy

H3:51 Isaac Sydnor Bowman; m Eleanor B. Hite
H3:52 George Bowman; m Elizabeth Hupp

H3:53 Robert Bowman; m Phillippa Glasscock
H3:54 Mary Bowman; m Dr. Brinker

H3:55 Washington; unmarried

H3:56 Rebecca

VcKenzie; "Colonial Families of the United States”

Cartmell; "History of Frederick County, Virginia"

Wayland, John W; "The Bowmans; A Pioneering Family"

Stephens, Dan V; "Stephens Family Genealogies"

Stoever, Rev. John Casper; "Record of Baptisms and Marriages 1730-7G"



CHRISMAN

Cl:1 Jacob Chrisman I; born in Germany, probably between 1700 and 1710; died about
1778; married (1) around 1729, Pennsylvania, Magdalene Hite (H2:2); married (2)
about 1770, Mary, died 1782. Some researchers believe that the second wife was
Mary Niswanger, daughter of Christian and Mary Magdalina Niswanger; the widow Mary
Magdalina Niswanger became the second wife of Jost Hite.

Public Record Office; Chancery Lane, London, WC2A; Virginia Records: At a Gen-
eral Court held at the Capitol October 23rd, 1745, Jacob Christman a Native of
the City of Worms in Germany, who has resided in this Colony upwards of seven
years last past and has not been absent out of the same the space of two months
at any one time came into Court .... and produced a Certificate of his having
received the Sacrament of the Lords Supper according to the Act of Parliament
..., and then took and subscribed the Qaths appointed .... and subscribed the
Declaration thereby appointed in order to his being Naturalized.

Jacob and Magdalene were with the Hite emigrant train when it left Pennsylvania
about 1730. When they arrived in the Valley, Jacob selected a tract of 750 acres
lying about two and a half miles south of the present Stephens City; the grant was
recorded 14 May, 1740, in Orange County, Virginia. References in an old deed des-
cribe this land as "grass land, prairie", and Jacob purchased from George Bowman
"some acres out of his large timber". Here Jacob made his home, near a cluster of
never-failing springs, which are still known as Chrisman's Springs. In 1751, Jacob
built a stone house which is still standing.

There was an old German custom, called seizin, or seisin. It involved the transfer
of title of possessions to another generation, and was symbolized by the passing of
a pewter dish, in the presence of a number of witnesses; the ceremonial conveyance
was an inviolable rite. The purpose was to permit the executors of a will to act
freely and without obtaining a number of signatures for each act; Jacob executed
such a deed, transferring all his property except real estate. It is recorded in
Deed Book 17, page 372, Frederick County, Virginia:

"KNOW all men by these presents that I, Jacob Christman of the County of Freder-
ick in the Commonwealth of Virginia in consideration of the natural love and af-
fection which I have and bear to my sons George Christman and Henry Christman
and also for divers good causes and considerations, me the said Jacob Christman
hereunto moving have given granted and confirmed and by these presents do give
grant and confirm unto the said George Christman and Henry Christman all and
singular my slaves, goods, chattles, ready money and personal estate whatsoever
in whose hands custody or possession so ever they be within the thirteen United
States of America, to have, hold and enjoy all and singular the said slaves,
goods, chattles, ready money and personal estate aforesaid unto the said George
Christman and Henry Christman, their executors, administrators and assigns to
the only proper use and behoof of the said George Christman and Henry Christman,
their executors, administrators, and assigns forever.

AND I, the said Jacod Christman, an all and singular the said slaves, goods,
chattles, ready money and personal estate and other the premises to the said
George Christman and Henry Christman, their executors, administrators, and
assigns against me the said Jacob Christman, my executors, administrators and
all and every other person or persons whatsoever shall and will warrant and de-
fend by these presents of all and singular which said slaves, good, chattles,
ready money and personal estate and other the premises, I, the said Jacob Christ-
man have put the said George Christman and Henry Christman in full possession by






